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WE, William Humbll Wa* d , Earl of Dudley, Lord Lieutenant-General 
and General Governor of Ireland, do, in pursuance of the powers given to Us 
by the Prisons (Ireland) Act, 1877, and of every other power thereunto Us 
■enabling, hereby direct that Charles Edward MacDermot, Esquire, Bar- 
.nster-at-Law, Inspector of Prisons, do in pursuance of section 11 of the said 
Act hold a Public Inquiry at the County Court House, Limerick, on the 
17th day of November, 1902, at the hour of 11 o’clock a.m., into the facts 
-and circumstances connected wither relating to the treatment while in 
prison, and the nature and cause of the illness of Timothy Flanagan, a 
prisoner committed to His Majesty’s Male Prison at Limerick on the 17th 
■day of June, 1902, under sentence of four months’ imprisonment with hard 
labour, and discharged therefrom on the 15th day of September, 1902; and 
that the said Charles Edward MacDermot do, in pursuance of said section 
■of said Act, summon all such persons as he shall think fit to call before him 
to give evidence as to the prison treatment and nature and cause of the 
illness of the said Timothy Flanagan, and examine such persons on oath and 
•report thereon to Us with all convenient speed. 

Given under Our hand the 11th day of November, 1902. 

(Signed), DUDLEY. 
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No. 14,265. 


PUBLIC SWORN INQUIRY 
He CASE OE TIMOTHY FLANAGAN. 


To the CHAIRMAN, GENERAL PRISONS BOARD. 

T’ 1 *3® t ° forward annexed Report and Minutes of Evidence in the oa< 
T mothy Flanagan for submission to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 


C. E. MauDERMOT. 


26th November, 1902. 
UNDER SECRETARY. 


Submitted. 


J. S. GIBBONS, 


26th November, 1902. 


Chairman. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



General Prisons Board, 

Dublin Castle, 

26 tli November , 1902. 

I have the honour to report that pursuant tn tt n 
dated the 11th November, 1902, I held a mi hi in «•«* Hls _ Excellency s warrant 
19th, 20th, and 21st instant, ° n 17th ’ 18fch ’ 

the treatment while in prison and the nnfnro umsta dces connected with 
Timothy FWan, a ^ * 

June, 1902, under sentence of four months’ imnh^T, + e .J ri ?°n 011 17th 

ilSsti&ts. ; *r« £ pi~C ■». wiift; 

ssr* -* * **ssa¥Baa asg 

The Inquiry was held in the Limerick County Courthouse Wr Th™ 
Lynch, Sohoitor, Ennis, appeared on behalf of MV m > ‘“ r - .-Thomas 

V.T Iq, ™ W a Vl£,, SSrf t "“Sf 5 ” “T» ? 

Si”‘ ° a “ "I" 1 p~«w M, 1 S” 

It appears from the evidence that, in Julvand Anonof 
the City of Limerick was visited by a severe outbreak of typhoif fever ^The 
cause of the outbreak becomes important as the water .up£ W ttf'ciJ t 

° f mfeCh0n ’ “ d ^ «ty andPriso P n P aVs f i& 

Early in July there was a shortage of water in the Newcastle reservoir 
owing to the dry weather and on July 15th the supply was supplemented by 
water from Rebogue which was sent direct to the reservoir unfiltered TMs 
water is supposed to have been collected in a polluted area. It was ascertained 
that the contagion was not conveyed by milk, and as the contagion was intro 
duced during the time of the shortage in the water supply (from July 15th 

bv ShTcl 2n ^’lSp r t t r Tr^ ed aS the P robable source of the infection 
M Inspector to Local Government Board, 

of the water ’* ° ffiC6r of PuWle Health, Limerick, took a more favourable view 

It was proved that where a public water supply is responsible for the 
dissemination of typhoid, the disease will be widespread. (Evid Dr 
Magrath, p. 6.) r v • 

There is a population of over 38,000 in Limerick, and there were about 50 
cases ot typhoid fever. Analysis of the water did not show the presence of 
typhoid bacilli. (See analysis of Dr. McWeeney, dated 18: 11: 02 Ap- 
pendix III.) ' * 

If, therefore, the water caused the infection, the typhoid organisms could 
not have been largely present _ in it. July and August being dry months, 
and the state of the city most insanitary, the epidemic spread. 

It was proved that many of the houses in Limerick are without sanitary 
arrangements of any kind. In some of the back lanes filth, and even excreta 
are thrown out. Cesspools are common, and very inefficient means are used 
to maintain cleanliness. Limerick Male Prison stands in the N. W. district 
o± the City, and when any contagion prevails in the City which can be 
borne atmospherically, such as typhoid, the prison inmates may be in some 

The prison sewerage system was remodelled in 1892 on the most modem 
• +? ^ Messrs. Maguire, of Dublin. The system, which is fully explained 
m the evidence of Mr. Max Green, seems to be the most perfect of its kind, 
and, at the time of Mr. Flanagan’s illness, and for months previously, was 
kept in excellent working order. The perfect sanitary condition of the 
prison, a,nd the high degree of cleanliness maintained there, was testified to 
by the following witnesses : — Dr. Magrath, p. 6 ; Mr. Max Green, M.I.C.E., 
PP- 6 ; Mr. M. O’Sullivan, Governor of Limerick Male Prison, pp. 9, 10 ; Dr. 
Breiston, pp. io, 11 • Dr. Laird, p. 17; The Rev. T. Lee, Administrator, St. 

ohn s ; Catholic Chaplain, p. 12; The Rev. M. Murphy, Catholic Chaplain’s 
substitute, p. 13 ; Mr. James F. Barry, Mayor of Limerick, p. 8 ; Mr. John 
U -Brien {locum tenens for Mayor), pp. 22, 23 : Mr. John Guinane, p. 17 ; Dr. 
Woodhouse, pp. 23, 24.) 
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That the infection could not not have been conveyed by the milk supplied 
to the prison is placed beyond doubt by the evidence (vide Report of Dr. 
Woodhouse, Appendix VII.; Mr. Michael Kelly, p. 16: Mr. Michael 
Corbett, p. 16.) 

No uncooked food reached the prisoners. 

Although the water used in the prison is the same as that supplied to the 
citizens of Limerick, great care has been taken to secure its purity. For 
greater security, all the water used for drinking purposes and for washing 
utensils had been boiled for several months previous to Mr. Flanagan’s illness 
( vide evidence, pp. 9, 11, 14, 17, 23 ; Dr. Laird’s Report, p. 17; and Dr. 
Woodhouse’s Report, Appendix VII.) 

Before that the city water had been for some years passed through a 
Pasteur filter. 


It was alleged that there was a tap in the stoneyard (where Mr. Flanagan 
worked for the first month of his imprisonment only) supplied by the city 
water, mixed with a little rain water, from which Mr. Flanagan may have 
drunk. It was not proved that he did drink this water, and "there was no 
reason that he should. In the middle of this stoneyard there was placed a 
plentiful supply of pure drinking water, which had been previously boiled 
for the use of prisoners working in this yard. It was in a large can, with a 
small vessel to drink from. Prisoners knew of this supply, and were con- 
stantly asking permission to leave their places to drink of it. 

No prisoner, on the other hand, was ever permitted to drink from the tap • 
and to have attempted to have done so would have been to incur punishment* 
Above the tap was a notice in large white letters on a black ground “ unfit for 
use, and there was no vessel near the tap from which the water could have 
been drunk. Mr. Flanagan left the stoneyard about July 17th, and did not again 
return to. that part of the prison. Having regard to the “ incubation period ” 
oi typhoid, the medical witnesses were unanimous in their evidence that 
typhmd fever which developed about September 12th, could not possibly be 
ascribed to infection caught in June or July ^ ^ 

sa l isfi f f at Mr. Why Flanagan did rot contract his 
illness fiom either the food (including milk), or from the water supply of 
imenck Puson or from anything defective in its system of drainacn/ I 

of thl 6 ? e 1 ? fe ?* I0 “ to h ? ve b . een alr home from the infected neighborhood 
of the citj , in its then insanitary condition-tlie weather being very dry at 
the time, and calculated to spread infection in that way “ 7 7 

grazmg. As Chairman of the Corofin Dbtridi Conn uf a 7earand s ° me 
excitai.1. ...... j. i i -l ll.' . J:" 1 tSl district, an exceedingly 

under a warrant F™® ° n the 1 7th of June - 

admission allowed to wS? lisTwn " w? mon * s > rd Wxwr. He was from 
on medical grounds exempted from 1 A* t te , eIld of two <%a he was, 
healthy opener ^ t He ? as ployed 

got 1 pint of milk per diem extra “d carpentry. On 8th of July he 

illness. On the 4th P 0 f August he got whitJwS^T®^ d ?f n to the date of Ws 

cised separately from ordinary criminals Hew mstead °f browp. Hetyasexer- 

eheerful and willing. He was visited t s never punished, and was always 

Committee and othfr m^istrat "s T b 7 members of the Visiting 

magistrate. I beg to refer to the evidence of the® 
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visitors, and the evidence of the Gsthoi;„ 1 ■ „ ,, 

Chaplain’s substitute, as the strongest nossible I ’J ai t' 0f t!le P ris °n. and the 
humane treatment of Mr. Flanagan by the orison ^ the kind ™d 

ness and perfect sanitary arrangemente • ffl0la ? B ' f? d Ae eleanli- 

Lee, p. 12! The Kev. M/ Murphf Z 1 * (The Bev. T. 

(TBrien p. 22 ; Mr. Guinane.y /&' %*£ f ? L "’ 8 = iIr - 

MedLl oZr o n that dl; n 12tH ’ “ d ^ce visited by the 

ft* ^ he was 

brought in to attend him by dav and an attwio {ml* 86 •(^, UrSe Wells) was 
Scales) attended him by night On Septan be? ufthe StcLffiS 

the superintendence of Dr, Gelston to the Cnnnfv T f? re moved under 
his removal to the Infirmary, delirium set in followed iSy acrte mam^ 1 
The medical evidence shows as the probable cause of tlfif “ , 
mental taint brought on by Mr. Flanagan’s previous habits of Hving and the 

T£i ty p hoid feer ^ w p- 

exfet fa ™ ly where mental deficiencies 

S' s y e ““! s oi * but there was evidence forthcoming that one of 

Mr. Flanagans brothers was an epileptic, and that aneurotic condition was 

CfFem “ 5>^ m n f M d 0ther members of his famil y (Dr. Laird, p. 17 ; Dr. 
OJSeilt.p. 21 , Dr. Macnamara, p. 21; Mr. Holmes, D l. pp 18 19- Serrt 
MacDonagh, p. 10; Const. Srnytt, p. 19 ; Const. MacDe^tt, p’. 19Y ® 

1 -t J S f l- ed ^ at the llIness of Mr - Timothy Flanagan can in no way be 
sMerate P n f n ,, tr ftm®nt, which was throughout humane and con- 

siderate. He reluctantly left the prison hospital for the County Infirmary 
on the reo ?““'«dation of his medical adviser (Wr. Seales, p. 15 ; Dr. Gelston 
p. 11 j Emei Warder Murphy, p. 14). 


CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 
Barristers t-Laiv, 

Inspector of Pr isons. 


A 2 
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INDEX OF WITNESSES. 


Mu. MAX GREEN, M.I.C.E., 

Dr. MAGBATH, 

Sie ACHESON MacCULLAGH, M.D., 

Ms. PATRICK LINNANE, . 

Me. JAMES P. BARRY, 

Mr. MICHAEL O’SULLIVAN, 

Dr. GELSTON, 

Thi Rev. TIMOTHY LEE, Adm., 

Tee Rev. MICHAEL MURPHY, C.C., 
Crief-Warder DENIS MURPHY, 

Dr. WILLIAM. POGARTY, . 

Warder SCALES, 

Warder MONDS, 

Mr. MICHAEL KELLY, 

Mr. MICHAEL CORBETT, 

Ds. H. S. LAIRD, 

Mr. JOHN GUINANE, J.P., 

Me. MICHAEL GRIFFY, 

Warder KEHOE, 

Mr. PHILIP HOLMES, D.I., R.I.C., 
Sergeant B. MacDONAGH, R.I.C., 
Constable CHARLES SMYTH, R.I.C. 
Constable PATRICK McDERMOTT, R.I.C 
Mr. THOMAS FLANAGAN, 

Ms. JOSEPH SULLIVAN, 

Mr. PATRICK FLANAGAN, 

Mr. JOHN LYNCH, J.P., 

Warder PATRICK CROWLEY, 

Ds. MacNAMARA, 

Dr. O’NEILL, 

Mr. MICHAEL JOSEPH O’BRIEN, 
Alderman JOHN O’BRIEN, 

Dr. STEWART WOODHOUSE, 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


FIRST DA Y. MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1 7th, 1902. 


En * iMer “i! of the General Prisons Board, having 

of the SlJrims also Engineering Inspector 

of Limerick Prison It has been ^?5V W .' sanitary arrangements 

Prison. The contract for the new Ato? 7 fi ™? 1 *“”? J? tu “ to aspect Limerick 
into on 20th November, 1891, and completed Yn Junf 1»” Of™ Mtered 
tern produced and put in evidence. See Amendin' II The r ^ <y! ' 
represents the existing system of new sewers Thfn.i ^ T ?. \ 011 “ ap 

EfSiSiS IS iSES" 

t.} p h +n g d b Kr U ing i Up a b -, lg P lun S er - Tie waiter is supplied through, pipes ^from 
ntoolY P^ If supp y ’ “ d the fliaUug barrels automatically kept iUed The 
tb?e« t n - ? , constructed for the work they have to do, and, m my opinion the 
three gallons flu* is sufficient to carry off the sewage of the prison ^The flushine 

S venfflaSn of'* 11 - 1 “ d ^ “ ly “ the ^ 

Jof ? 1 u f i th Pn f n ? ewer 18 P rovide d for in the/following way:— A^s- 
• connecting manhole outside the prison, provided with ' a Broad’s trap prevents 

.effi e cS e trfnfo fr n m ***+ ‘?’™. mail comil1 ? baok the prison. This’ is a most 
efficient trap to prevent the ingress or intake of gas. It is, in fact, a syphon, in 

f e ‘ 5p bend ° £ K® E Ipe ' ahrayB filled with water ’ abB °lutely prevents the 
pmsage of sewer gas. At, the manhole inside the prison there is an air inlet, and 
also at every sixty feet of the drain. There are, in addition, three exit ventilating 
P * P ! “ arried up “ Ter tk ? P r f 011 building. I consider, by these means, the drains 
are extremely well ventilated. The drains are laid in straight lines, and at every 
change of direction there is a manhole. This insures the easy removal of any 
■obstruction. I have frequently examined the drains of Limerick Prison; they 
have always been in good order. I examined the drains about four mouths before 
ovT? Ca . SI S ° f typMli “ September; they were all right then. About the 26th 
■or 2 /th of beptember, after the outbreak of typhoid in the prison, I tested the 
drams. I will explain the tests. The first test was to see that the flushing 
arrangements were satisfactory. To arrive at this I had all the manholes opened, 
and the flushing barrel o-f each system was discharged. I could follow the volume 

■ of water from each flushing barrel until its discharge through the disconnecting 
manhole. The flushing was perfect ; there was no obstruction. The water ran clear. 

9 _ ne ^' thing was to test them for staunchness. The outlet was plugged and 
the drains allowed to fill. There was no sinkage of the water. Had there heen 
a leakage the water would have sunk. It remained level, showing no sinkage. 
The third test was for any settlement that might have taken place in the pipes. 
This was done by the smoke test. The test was satisfactory. The pipes are 
■earthenware pipes laid on concrete, between 2 feet to 12 feet below the surface. 

I considered, from the examination I made, that the drains were in perfect order. 
It is right to say that one of the gully traps at extreme south of the Stoneyard 
was broken. Its function was to let off rain water from Stoneyard. In its condition 
it would have let up sewer gas if any existed ; but only the contents of a length 

■ of 10 feet of pipe. The water of the prison comes from the town main, through 
metal pipes, to' the closets. The drinking water of the prison is delivered by a 
fixed pipe into a Pasteur filter, from which it goes into a small storage tank (iron) 

■ closed against the air, from which the water is drawn by a tap. The Pasteur 
•filter is the best, filter known. In my opinion it could not be possible for the water 
supply to the prison to be contaminated by the sewerage pipes. They are set a 

• considerable distance apart. 

By Mr. Lynch . — I got instructions to make the September inspection on 23rd 

• of September, 1902. I had not seen the prison for about six months before. I 
found a gully trap broken. The smoke test called my attention to tbe gully trap 

• —there was an escape of smoke. The trap was in connection with the sewer. 
Nobody appeared to know how long the crack was there. 

I did not examine the main drain in the Corporation-road (Mulgrave-street). 

_. Pipes in the prison are constantly getting choked. I never heard that a pipe 
- m the prison was choked during the time Mr. Flanagan was in prison. I would 
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not be surprised to hear that a prisoner had been sent down into the sewer to 
clean it. If you find an obstruction in a drain you must clear it out. I am very 
much surprised to hear that it occurred, viz., how anything could have got into 
the drain. 

Would you approve of a system by which a drain can get choked ? — I would not. 
Limerick Prison was originally two prisons (male and female). I am thoroughly 
conversant with the unoccupied portion of the prison. I examined it when I was 
there last. I swear I examined it on my former visit. This portion is ventilated 
by ventilators and windows, and is ready for occupation at any moment. I should 
not call it damp; but there is no fire lit, nor is it kept heated. 

By Inspect nr . — Only into the closets could a prisoner throw an obstruction which 
could get into the sewers. It is easy to remove an obstruction. The closets are 
disconnected from the drains by a' trap which prevents the ingress of gas, though 
not the passage of articles thrown into them. 


MAX S. GREEN, 

Engineering Inspector. 

. .(? r , r ', Greel1 P uts tbe contract plan, showing the prison sewers, which I have 
initialed, and attach hereto.) Appendir I. 

Sworn before me this 17th of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 
Barrister-at-law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 


Dr. MAGRATH, Superintendent Medical Officer of Health, having been sworn, states: 

I am the Medical Superintendent Officer of the City of Limerick My duties 
ofVhe'publi^HeSTh 11 ? l d °’? t - the ° aU3e ° f e P id enrics spreading. The provisions 
applicable in° Sl l nT" 8 no ‘ lce ° f infeoti ° us leases have been made 
Si ™ riV Limerick. The first notification of the outbreak of typhoid fever 

a Target ^ the wateTis^e ‘ he ,f S P i f oua %**** If the infertioT’eTtendi ovw 

germ was introduced ££ a wTor °ri „ ^ ° ld ® wm “ nt>t k “°™; but if the 

in September, and for months after P ThevT^T’- l * “Tui' 3 '’ lnfectious agent 
any description. The sewage and excreta f breed in suitable places in sewage of 
and streets. It is suppose “e tX™ “""l ° Ut “ W 

and sweepers; but this is sometime „ J 7 <* ■ f? U ° wlng mornm S by the cartels 
accumulates in the streets The streeta efficl ® ntl 7 done A good deal of mud 
got into Limerick they would find a favourahtefTTr 3 ' If tba baciUi of ‘ypboid 
and soil of the streets." This beina a drv Ceding ground in the mud-heaps- 

the excreta dries up the’ ab !ar was most favourable to them. When 

dangerous, and difficult to guard against “j?® ahout - and ‘ben it is exceptionally 
city, and the excreta from the infected hansf ^ \u“ S °” e casa of ‘iPboid in the 
found it, it would be bbe as I have 

on the 15th of September — tile dav I got th ' visited Limerick Prison 

I went over the whole prison and saw .if to th ® ,“ 0tl ? catl0,n abo «b Mr. Flanagan, 
and the flushing seeni/d ^uite adequate I slwhe flff- ^ Cla “' 

very fine idea. As sanitary officer I ■ ihm , STr • B fl ^ hl 5S barrels; they are a 
it on September 15th, in splendid sanitarv rn ,. ^ jimer )?| c Prison, when I visited 
trace of smell of any sort I did not see Mr Man ' ° '? aMt tbe sJ % b test 

the county Infirmary that evening I wa^te/to gi “V? pr T D ' 1 Saw bim “■ 
the typhoid from himself. I saw^Ir Flanagan hT// g , et any clua 
the typhoid. He was looking well and w.Tto « „ ad no ‘ d « a bow he caught 
By Vr. Lyn f h .-1 went to MrFwTn t ^ was not d V«ed. 

Lobody sent me. I went there in uurstmncT If g 5 ' lue ta his habits of living. 
I thought it was a matter of importance I ^ f 7 “ PllUic Healtb 0ffic “' 
m Limerick and in the prison wfs very mLl 3ea bim about - Typhoid 
no tap in the prison, f saw ZelythZ? to£ “ tbe City 1 was. shown 

the old female prison; the door was ofeWW see ?' 1 did not g» into 

man m the prison I had conversation with T tod^T 161 ' Murpby was ‘be only 
the Infirmary to see if he had typhoid fever H t ! ™ m » Mr. Flanagan in 
I assumed he had it from the offidal notice T W ‘ >Uld bea breach of etiquette, 
to have got typhoid from the city The o rohto r,™ p0SSlble for Mr - Flanagan 
fever m the prison. But I am Sablfto^v ££ Jf T that he contracted the- 
retern source ox an intern source. y whether it. was co-ntracted from am. 
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I heard Mr. Green examined A j • 
the excreta. The typhoid bacilli would have to be Inti* ^ b ? '' il "" >uld Mock 
A commode bucket left from 12 room on Sunlav to fi? ^ “S to caus6 W>oM. 
be dangerous to health. If I were a doctor in £,5'® ™uld, if, used, 

such a thing. 11 cnar £ e of a prison. I would not allow 


M - S - MAGRATH, L.R.C.P., D.P.H. 


Sworn before me this 17th day of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

Barrist er-at-Laao, 

Inspector of Prisons. 


Sir ACHESON MacCTJLLAGH MD t 

been sworn, states:- ’ Medical Inspector, having 

1902^^ a c^stqueim^ S ^f C tophoid^fever 5 lbeP OV ^™T :1 ‘ e,lt ?? al ' d -. 0l1 18ti of Au P' st , 

conditions of the city I made an f m I inspected the sanitary 

causes of the outbreak of typtoid to ? d furnMled a re P“* « “> the 

in. Appendix II.) The ehSS? erf i f ’r 31:31 Government Board. (Report put 
(including milk), and, lastly, air I atWW.^rt, * rst ' vater , =«t food 

The infected water did not come from the a? 6 out,> ^? i to infected water. 
(Claiwille) but from Rebole tot? ™ ordmai-y public supply of Limerick 
15th and August 2nd After this rh??? ^ taken from - Rebogue between July 
29th. Rebogue wa^ revertod to to™ Z 7 f PP ' y WaS suffloi “ t mtil 
September. It bid wiS’- bto r days - “ d used ' ° ff “d «b during 

The lanes and smafler stree ll lf t ,w V * ° Mlt “ IIed bacilli 

kind; night soil and othlr rlfusl ih tolown mft? to f™?* 7 P rovisi <>“ of any 
cleaning and flushing the streets have been primiS™ toted ‘’S methods 

ZT\n7:LTlt h aL7^ °f them are withoat -v «*■£ 

any ®eans of £t “atT^htt^ 

^ * typhoid 

rnr^^ ' ^ 7i ^-~~The prison cases were reported to me on the 29th of September 

& -ri££ 

irom the Rebogue water (during the shortage). It is not a eood water Th* 
sanitary condition of Limerick is not of the best; it is most insanitary I made 

ir^nuw m Sl dat it n b ? *° im P, r ?“e tl6 sanifcai T condition of LiSck, clriefly 
thev hi, 7 ’ I® 01, W ! llch haTO nob been earned out Things have improved- but 

privet ™c” ,d°'? to *Vfg th£,eTil - *• ^tary laies, ash^ 

pi ivies, do. I could not say that the insanitary condition of Limerick m. 
standing peril to Limerick Prison. I could not. go Is far as that 
I , stMdm ? Wt “ a prisoner’s cell, 12 noon to 6 a.m. next day, 

attolwf ? , al ? TOV ? ? * hat U wonId rmder tbe Prisoner more liable to a5 
■or^my pLcI Phmd ' 1 d ° n b thmk SUCl1 * Sh ‘ >tdd be alWd ™ “S' bouse 

ACHESON MacCTJLLAGH, Knt. 


Sworn before me tie 17th of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 
Barrister-at-Law , 

Inspector of Prisons. 


re °ii tiurd - day of the Inquiry, November 19th, Sir Acheson MacCullagh was 
ca ed tor the purpose of putting in an analysis of four samples of the Rebogue 
a ei made by Professor McWeeney. This analysis, initialed by me, is attached 
eieto, together with Sir Acheson MacCullagh’s report (September 5th, 1902) to’ 
e Local Government Board (Ireland). See Appendix III. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT. 
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Mr. PATRICE J. LINNANE, having been sworn, states: — 


By Mr. Lynch . — I am Chairman of the Ennis Town Commissioners. I was-, 
sentenced to a term of three months’ imprisonment in Limerick Prison. I entered 
the prison on the 17th of June last. Timothy Flanagan was convicted on same- 
date with me. He got four months, with hard labour. I was up in a high part 
of the prison, in a cell on the second storey. Every day I was in prison I saw 
Flanagan. During the first week of our confinement the food supplied to the 
prisoners was so wretchedly bad that I could see a great change for the worse in 
Mr. Flanagan. When he went in he was a strong and healthy man, and at the 
end of the first two or three weeks his appearance was very bad. At the end of 
about the second week, when I and Mr. Flanagan were brought, up to see the 
doctor, he said to me, “ I have got some medicine. This food is disagreeing with 
me.” We went before the doctor (Dr. Gelston), and we said the food was very 
bad. I consider that Dr. Gelston, and the Governor, and the Chief Warder, and 
the other warders treated us very well, but the regulation supply is not sufficient. 
I went before the doctor and got white bread instead of brown, and other concessions 
which I will mention. I have no fault to find with the white bread. The other 
concessions I got were porridge and milk, in consequence of dyspepsia. I got the 
regulation allowance; but I complain against the regulation allowance for the 
first week; after that the food improves. During the course of my imprisonment 
in the yard I was tying wood. The closet was three or four yards from me. During 
my confinement I found a disagreeable smell all around me. Flanagan occupied 
a partitioned shed next me. I was nearer to the closet than he was. This dis- 
agreeable smell continued for two or three days. I made no complaint myself. 
Subsequently a warder — Mr. Monds — found the smell also. I heard him make 
an exclamation about the smell. He sent for a prisoner named Cunningham, and 
ho opened the manhole. Martin Cunningham came, opened up the manhole, and 
when he did so the sewage bubbled up. Martin Cunningham freed the place 
with an iron rod. He also got some of the other prisoners to get buckets of water: 
to clean the hole. At the upper end of the stone yard, whenever it rained, the store- 
room at end of the yard was flooded. 

The dorway into the female prison is always closed, as the place is unoccupied. 
One afternoon I was there doing some painting. There were other prisoners there- 
(Flanagan was not there at the time, but I saw him there on one occasion), I 
worked from afternoon until evening there. The place is mildewed ; there was a 
damp disagreeable smell there. I got a headache and positively sick there. I com- 
plained to Mr. Scales (a warder) who was present, and also to the Chief Warder 
and I asked to be relieved of this duty, which he did. I saw prisoners put in at 
5 o clock in the afternoon. 


Prisoners are locked up at 12.30 p.m. on a Sunday. I was given a bucket, and 
it was left there until Monday morning. There was no w.c. I was not informed 
that, by ringing a bell a warder would come and take away my slop bucket 
During the three months I was in prison I had occasion on a Sunday (only once) 
to use my slop bucket, and then it was not taken away until next morning. I 
consider the sewage was defective. I saw one tap with a notice on it, “Unfit for- 
consumption. I saw prisoners drink out of this, and I drank out of it myself. 
All the prisoners had access to this tap. ^ 


Sworn before me this 17th day of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

Barrist er-at-Law, 

- Inspector of Pi’isons. 

Mr. JAMES F. BARRY, Mayor of Limerick, having been sworn, Btates: — 

pj a r 6 V ' TJ ? f r Li “ erick ’ ‘ member of tbe Visiting Committee of Limerick 

to make “"T times ■ 1 «*ed him had he any complaint, 

and offlcialfof S no complaints, and was well treated by the Governor 

September He S™”- last ^ 1 saw hlm ™ upon the 9th or 10th of 
there’anvthinp^T Zb) 7 c ° m P lault - * always found him well. I asked him was. 
and he said ‘^Nn ” t l ° r , an< ? ^a-d he any complaints as to his treatment, 

tonroLr treatment J ^ g °° d dea i af apathy for him. Had there been any 
improper treatment of Mr. Flanagan, I would make it known in Limerick. 

stoZfmi £ Hewu^ a L+ T ha Z workin g ™.the wood shed, off the 
I was the Mavor ofT hw t r™ tC> make a com P lain t if he had one. He knew 
I n“« h^Tnntil S Iv, l Z S01T y 1 ^d Mr. Flanagan had typhoid, 
yari flooded 7 ttlS manll<>le ™ chotoicL 1 did observe the 

veiVloLZnTr S nnSv? iS T a7 ° f *»?“ ° f ^ed V *» r a 

JAMES F. BARRY. 

Sworn before me this 17th of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

B arrister-at-Law, 

Inspector of Prisons.. 
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SECOND DAY.-TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18 th , 1902 


Mr. MICHAEL O’SULLITAN, Governor of Limerick Prison, having been sworn, states • 

I have been close on five years Governor of Limerick Prison. Previous to that 

I was for thirteen months Governor of Waterford Prison, and have, altoSer been 

close on thirty years m the Prison Service. ' ojgecmi, oeeu 

On the 17th of June I received Mr. Timothy Flanagan, of Corofin, in Limerick 
Prison, pursuant to a warrant dated 17th of June, in which he was senwT to 
four months hard labour m Limenck Prison. (Warrant produced.) He wi put 
immediately into No 2 Ward-the probation ward. The doctor saw hil next 
Previous to the doctor seeing him he did not sleep on a plank h?d 
A hard labour sentence now involves fourteen days on a pladc bed. Between 

II a.m. and 12 noon next day the doctor saw him. The doctor (Dr. Gelston) 
as a result of his examination, certified Mr. Planagan to be fit for hard 
labour. (Me decal Officer s Journal produced.) He was then placed in one of 
the cells m which Star Class prisoners are placed, and passed to work immo 

y ' o He n0t ™ m P elled to wear ‘Ire prison dress. I informed him 
that under a certain rule (Rule 28, read), by making an application to the 
General Pusons Board, I would recommend his being allowed to wear bis own 
clothes provided be guaranteed he would keep an ample supply of underclothing 
Mr. Planagan made the application to wear his own clothing. (Application, in 
writ mg, of Mr. Flanagan, put in evidence , with certificate and coverinq letter. 
Appendtx IV.) The General Prisons Board granted the permission on the 19th 
June, and Mr. Planagan was allowed to wear his own clothes, and continued to 
do so' during the whole time he was in prison. After passing the doctor as in 
good health and fit for hard labour he was passed out to work. The labour he 
was put to was chopping firewood. The forms of hard labour in Limerick Prison 
are (1) mat-making, (2) stone-breaking, (3) sawing wood, (4) chopping wood. Mr. 

. lanagan was put by me to chopping wood. Mat-making is most difficult, as it 
involves conditions of confinement and isolation. Stone-breaking is considered the 
next most difficult labour, and then sawing wood requires more physical strength, 
and is more monotonous than chopping wood. I gave Mr. Planagan the least 
difficult of all descriptions of hard labour. Wood chopping was formerly not 
considered a hard labour, but an industrial labour, and was given to prisoners 
not sentenced to hard labour. The shed in which Mr. Flanagan was sent to work 
was in the stone yard. The first month of his sentence he was kept in this yard. 
This is the yard on which what ia called the disused prison abuts. Mr. Linnane 
occupied the shed adjoining Mr. Flanagan’s. He was not a hard labour prisoner; 
but I kept them together because they were J.P.’s. But the rule would have been 
that they should have been separated, one being a hard labour and the other a 
non-hard labour prisoner. 

The work sheds where these prisoners were during the first month at work are 
in a continuous line. There is a closet at each end of the line of sheds. Mr. 
Linnane was only separated from one of the w.c.’s by a shed in which lime is 
kept, and next to him was Mr. Flanagan — further from the w.c. than Mr. Linnane. 
The w.c. was always kept in perfect working order. It is a flush closet, with a 
three-gallon flush. It was sometimes only out of order. In the summer during 
which Mr. Flanagan was confined I remember one occasion when the closet was 
clogged by the paper used by the prisoners. I used to visit- this yard at least every 
day — three times a day — except when away for ten days’ vacation, in the middle 
of July last, when the Chief Warder was in charge, and again for two- days from 
September 10. On these visits I found the closets in perfect goo-d order. If any 
obstruction of the closets took place it must have been removed between the times 
of my daily rounds. The provision for enabling prisoners working in this stone- 
yard to get a drink of water was as follows : — In the yard a pail of boiled filtered 
water was kept, with a drinking pannikin. Any prisoner wanting a drink would, 
on holding up his hand, be allowed to fall out to- get a drink of this water. Every 
prisoner knows this. He sees the can and the water, and during working hours he 
sees other prisoners frequently going over to take a drink. There is a. tap in the 
yard with water not considered good drinking water. This was labelled in large 
painted letters ( notice prdduced), “Unfit for drinking purposes.” It would he the 
duty of the superintending warder to prevent any prisoner going to this tap for 
a drink. A warder would be severely punished if he permitted it; and it would be 
impossible for a prisoner to leave his shed for that or any other purpose without 
a warder seeing him. In this stoneyard there is no other tap with doubtful 
drinking water. The stoneyard is at all times kept clean. It is a dry place, and 
plenty of sun gets at it. 

In the same way, if a prisoner wants to go to the w.c. he can do so while at work 
by holding up his hand and falling out for the purpose. While in his cell he can 
at all times, except during meal times and on Sundays between 6 p.m. and 6 a.m. 
next morning, go to the ward w.c., by ringing his bell. A bell is attached to every 
cell. Between 6 p.m. (lock up) on Sunday night and 6 a.m. on Monday morning 
be must use his pail or commode. The cells are well ventilated by window and a 
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ventilator. It would be hardly possible for a prisoner, even of dirty habits to 
be confined with his soiled slop pail from 12 noon on Sundays until 6 a.m ’ on 
Monday morning. Except at dinner-hour he could ring his bell at any hour before 
6 p.m. to have it taken away. If he did not ring his bell, the cell would be of 
necessity visited at least three times on Sundays before 6 p.m., viz., 12 45 dinner • 
2 p.m., removal of dinner tins; 5.30 supper served. He could ask the warder at an 4 
of these times to allow hmi remove the pail, and if he did not the warder would 
be bound to smell the nuisance and make him remove it. The prisoner would b« 
liable to pumshment if he kept a nuisance in his cell when he could have it removed 
and on reception he is informed of this. As to what is called the disused orison’ 
it is exactly m as good a condition as the rest of the prison; it is not a disuspd 
prison. It has all the modem appliances for heating and ventilation. Whenever 
it is used it is heated before occupation. It is kept clean, and well whitewashed 
and daily looked after. The cells are lofty cells, and boarded ’ 

,3 FlM f g “ ‘he stoneyard until the 17th of July. On the 18th and 

l9tb of July he was tying wood, and from 19th of July until he got ill he was 
woikrag at a, carpenters bench m the other yard. After the 18th of July he 
never worked in the stoneyard. On the nights of the 18th and 19th of JuneVr 
tianagan was on a plank bed. On the evening of the 19th I had a. mm, ' 
with Mr. Flanagan, and asked him how he was getting on. He said the plank bed 
was irksome. 1 suggested to give in his name to see Dr. Gelston the Mowing 
morning. His name was put down, and on the morning of the 20th he saw thf 
doctor, and the doctor allowed him a " full bed " (14 lbs. mattes 1 t • 

Medical Officer’s Journal redd, allowing T. Flanagan " full bed," produced) V! 
never slept on a plank bed after that. After being three weehfin Prison 7n 
alteiation was made m Mr. Flanagan’s dietary on the 8th of Julv l,„ . 

r tin r d ^“^hi^i^s 

worked well and looked well I® saw him a i wT T Way /' cheerful l h ° 
oftener. I had conversa&ns 

clear m Ins mind. I was absent on leave the day (September 10th) Mr. Managan 
Pledge 1 d ° “V" ° f “ y 

11 “ M Ltu^th^ohXg ‘fthe^ii sir i char ^’ 6 say 

rtir ?d£L 

The warder told me the pipe was stonned Tt ertam ' t J' as Martin Cunningham, 
the sewer. He wore his ™n clothe? P 1t J Tlm0tIl y cleaned 

the pipe leading from he I c not the 1 a Pf soneI ) taring frieze, It was 

choked. - c ” not tbe sewer , tha * was freed; it was freed, not 

thaShTwarm^e” S sld thS to me 

been removed to the County Infirmary T r l J ^ got t yP hoid 3 and had 

a private letter. 7 miumaiy. I did not. think it worth keeping; it was 

the^emle^riSI™" °' ^ ClKt ° dy 1 »* Kb to put a prisoner into 

6th. T, vM be pre“nt™ttri nte1?er d ’ Hana S“ »n August 
not care to bring Mr. Redmond to the ; 131 Clerk’s office. I did 

Redmond he was well treated, Jfc F1 ™ ag ™ ‘old Mr. 

pleased and satisfied with the wav ft™ Mo Tt™ lea - vmg . expressed himself 
treated. 1 “ e way the 7 ( a11 ^e Crimes Act prisoners) had been 

M. O’SULLIVAN. 

Sworn before me this 18th of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT; 

Barrister-at-law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 

Dr. GELSP0 ^ Medlcal of Limerick Prison, having been sworn, states:- 
L na\ c been IMcdical Offloov p t * . 

there has been no typhoid in Lileri^Pnkol 1 ! ‘^T’ 0316 years. Sines 1885 
! saw Mr. Flanagan on the morning of Uith tw0, aases in !ast September, 
asked him if there was any thinglhe mate win • J ™ 6 ’ H ® came bef ”o =»• 1 

man hbe Flanagan, a J.P. and Coercion 
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reason for it, be taken off the plank bed. I %■ ... , 

and took his temperature. I could find reallv >- i, ■ bim t the stethescope, 
of a pain in Ms back and side. ThinW S wat duf wn g; M be complained 
him a full bed on that day. X saw h™ eve™ Sn J“ h ? lM,t bed 1 ord6re d 
8th, finding he had lost 4 lbs. in wd^r and tb a t L WSS , “ pria,M1 - 0tt ^ 
enough to drink, I ordered him a pint, of extra milk* 5 com P liUlle<i ° f net having 
during the whole term of his , 

ssf^sL dierScrnL^ -A W& 

t SSSST W ? ]* ^ ^ 

pulse about 80. I ordered Mm to stay to bed ftTdi’V 100 ’ hia 
milk diet, with beef tea, and ordered him a little U * ^ im on P^ 11 

objected to this; he did' not thtok he tan S Te X^to “ 1 °’ T l ? 
work. He went into bis cell, and Dr Fogartv wa* in ft • to &° tack to bis 
with me to see him. Dr. Fogtrty' law' kfm ^ Ld ^ “ d “T* ° ver 

suspicious case. I visited him again that evening at 6 T f ^ “T, lt was a 

102 and his pulse 90 In . 

by ha, vmg a fire lighted m the ward on the morning of the 13th September 

On visiting lnm on that morning I found his temperature 102, puke “<i I then 
Oldeied him at once to hospital, and seat out for a nurse (Nurse Wells) to take 
charge of him for day duty, and he was to be minded by Warder Scales— the nrhon 
hosjutal warder at night. On September 13th wired to pLXd 

temi3e%ol^ V nm. e r™S.”' TO 1 ' em ° Ved him to ** ™g;' 

Dr. Fogarty saw him again that morning. He agreed with me as to the treat- 

alyphoilspoT ° a Hanag “ S ba,Ck ™ a sp0t -' but we were obtain it was 

On visiting him in the evening I found his evening temperature 103° 

lof 6 4 tem Tb» r if*? 1 , FlMla « an a r ”■ 1 fo,und his mmn “S temperature 

102 4. The spot on the hack was a well-marked typhoid spot. I found no spot 

on any other part of him. On this I recommended his discharge to the Lord 
Lieutenant, (Report and recommendation, produced. See Appendix V.) Throueh- 
out the day of September 14th Nurse Wells took care of him. 

He was im willing to leave the prison, but did so. on my advice. The order came 
releasing him on September 15th, and the Governor of Limerick Prison wired that 
He was released at 12.40 p.m. on September 15th. 

I got a stretcher an ambulance stretcher — and brought over one- of my nurses, 
and hn-ed two men to carry it. I got Flanagan dressed, rolled in blankets, and 
put on the stretcher. I myself covered him over with a large rug, and he ^as- 
carried to the County Infirmary, which is situate just opposite the prison. His 
transfer was done most carefully. He was carried upstairs, where there was a bed 
ready and a hot jar. I am also physician of the infirmary. 

The day after he arrived in the infirmary (September 16th) lie was slightly 
rambling. Delirium is an ordinary attendant circumstance of typhoid. This 
developed, subsequently, into acute mania, which is not an ordinary attendant of 
typhoid. It sometimes does occur in typhoid. He got acute mania as a result 
of typhoid. He was removed to the lunatic asylum on October 11th. While he. 
was in the County Infirmary he got every care and attention. 

If I were attending an ordinary citizen of Limerick in his 'own home who 
developed the symptoms, developed by . Mr. Flanagan, I would most certainly 
recommend removal to. the County Infirmary. In cases of typhoid, where removal 
is advisable, the sooner it is done the better. Mr. Flanagan was decidedly removed 
m time. As typhoid, it was not a. serious case ; it was a light attack. 

{Dr. Laird’s report when acting for Dr. Gelston, in August , was read. See 
Appendix VI.) 

All the prison water is boiled, and goes through a Pasteur filter. 

^By Mr. Lynch . — I and Dr. Fogarty, Dr. Laird, Dr. Kennedy, Dr. Waters, Dr. 

O Neill, and Dr. Macnamara of Corofin, saw Flanagan while under treatment. I 
heard Dr. MacGrath had been at the prison making inquiries to try and find out 
where the typhoid came from, and also with regard to the water and milk, as Officer 
of Health. The typhoid broke out in the prison — there is no doubt about it. I 
think the drainage of the prison is very good. I would not be surprised that a pipe 
was stopped — that might happen to any system, and it could be removed in five 
minutes. I never heard that one of the manholes was choked. My attention 
was not called to the stoneyard being flooded. I have seen it occasionally with 
surface water on it, after rain — not more than I would see in the streets of Limerick 
after rain. I have not seen water where the prisoners break stones, but on the 
other side of the yard. 

To leave a soiled pail in a prisoner’s cell from 12.30 p.m. until 6 a.m. next morning 
would not be right. 

It would not give typhoid — you must have the typhoid bacilli there to get it. I 
gave my distinct opinion on Sunday, September 14th, that Mr. Flanagan had 
typhoid fever. Typhoid is a very difficult thing to' diagnose. My opinion is that 
the typhoid was air borne.” 

. T. J. GELSTON. 

Sworn before me this 18th day of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

Barri-ster-a t-Law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 

B 2 
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third day.- 


-WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER, 19th, 1902. 


Ti; ' JOiU1 ' S; Catkolic Cha P Ia “ *<> Limerick Prison, 

?? ty a * prison cha P la - in > m addition to my spiritual duties, to observe 

reooi r . Pr,S °M rS m badIy treated ’ and Mtice tkeir state of ndnd and S 

report any complaints they may make. ’ ana “ 

I only saw Mr. Flanagan prior to 6th of July about half a dozen times T th 
noibing'o/S S‘ S i rtsTcoX^lXte^ht 8 iSfceli ^fh T 

tl ^r y “ rsi 

sspliSff 

SSL'S** ~ ^ ^tTndte-L to^o 

wi^g^T '^wa^STriSin 611 S ^ to ba a ““ "Hose mind 

He appeared 

plsints about the milk at that fima t ^ a ™. not aware there were com- 

prison that a pipe was found clio™d' ther^Vkn™ ™ °S ? y visits to the 
prison sometimes occupied, ^f someMmes not T ha tha ° ld fe ” ale 

Jt is cared for, hut it is not damn *’ ,, - h T be ™ frequently there. 

I should say the front prison is better aired ^room'fv 1 “ resti of . the . P ris ™. 
sanly better aired than a room less freon pnfltr _m frequently occupied is neces- 

during the afternoon on S» wS V 7 Z I "“ i ' 1 *h. prison 

granted Mr. Flanagan was St5 as other was T there - 1 take it for 

. pnsoners’ buckets are left in their cells fmm l/S I was not aware that 

Monday. I noticed Mi-. Fl“n£aLometW .1 E'“' “ S “uday until 6 a.m. on 
that to me. I notice very manf prisoners depressed de P£ e ? sed - He did not say 
where he was. After heivy rain I havfL.?w T , I *° ok lb on aoc °uut. of being 
stone-yard. In a very lod S e .“ a ™all portion of thl 

comes, a place will become flooded. There is a waterTaJ'' ' f bea 'V shower 

in th.s yard when a number of prisoners were at work P “ yard ' 1 W been 

E.t:r,ss; lw »• — «... ». 

S-«“5'.SS”" Sr,* x 

(Buie 53 read to the chaplain). 

upon 7 ^ nwL\ d “ a rS.er r th PI “ ag r, ? a ‘ ™ uld ° a » 

as come to most prisoners, and particulari-TsTh * mcntal depression, such 

rianagan. Whei I go Lway P .S«r XZt position in life of Mr. 
Murphy and Father Griffin acted for me. P ’ 1 yS tafass m T P laoe - Father 


TIMOTHY LEE. 

Sworn before me this 19th day of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

Barrister-at-Law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 


The Rev. MICHAEL MURPHY CO r«.ti.*r m. , - 

* tates : — ’ C i ° llC ! 9 Substitute, having been sworn, 



r^emher L^imothy K^an S2? 7£F” OI **** Griffin. . 

a1v 1 & ^ ly the 6ti until Lo took m md after +i h .^ Cs f & of bim M acting-chap 
1 COnSlder 16 W3S humanely by ^Go“e£or SfSS&^lT " 
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“•.-a -«- 


He looked in 0 

three times before 


’ 0 TaT e extent of all prisonerr^r * looked like any ordi- 
bffel b u He nera aa^T^UiT ^P™?. 0 ' tieir Uberty. 
with other prisoners. 18 He had l “ ay biwe ' seen him more frequently 'hf'? tWt> ° r 

him how he was getting on whetl? a 61 " su PP iy of hoots i a his oe][ T If 

made any compl^H^^^ ™ ab1 * to ta ke bfs food well-anfh ‘° 
”5*“ ™ a bachelor. de any refer ™to to his affairs outride Mr 

I had twenty minutes' oSreariTttth him 6 TdidLf ?at, ? da ' y ' Se Ptomber 13th 
rervill. . 1 did not consider at the time he , 


tery iU. He seemed to be suflering from n 1 d!d 10 

make hm confession. He readily consented to S to w,”? : he was^hle to 
frequently in the Infirmary Heweo j y - g unis duties. I saw him after that 
intervals during: two subsequent visits he tbs seoond time I saw him At 

became delirious. He appeared tot an ISLSJT*? ^ ““ at te 

mary. I did not notice this while he was in primn wblle ™ the Count y Infir- 

the Infirm^i^^On^th^Tsth^ he^iad* notTevei? tat”h ^ 1 f ™ nd iim in 

become delirious until be was in the County rfe b * b ^ as fe vensh. He did not 
mary he was not delirious. He went to ll duries 7 ’ if" * be &rt day in tbe Infr - 
found him delirious. I cannot tel] the 3 unties. 1- wa ® on my second visit I 
had typhoid I did not notice Flanagan dfpr^d^iS' lf° ld l,T Mr ' 
prison. It did not surprise me. to. find him delirious ^ * ? hlle ke was in the 

I was never informed during my visits to th?Son ^ ^ C0Urse of ^oid. 
there. I have been attending Limerick Prison about to o?I^ ™ ^ Ch ° ked 

p Py^or.-During these four or five years I never noticed a smeil in Limerick 

collected in the stoneyard^on'two orthrmfoci 1 ? otlced 1 » Utile—; a very little— water 
and I must go to the prison hosDital evpvt f +? nS ' • Jt 1S my rout& to the hospital, 
or three occasions I e^tSth* Z? b f!f f ' m 18 a ,F atisnt On thf two 

it. I frequently saw tie pSoS rs inlheTnf 1’ T “ litHe tbat 1 MuU sto P «« 
never saw them without awarder in charge “ 0r6 **i an one warder - I 

sufficient. in char S e - I consider one warder to be in charge 


Sworn before me this 19th of November, 1902. 


MICHAEL MURPHY, C.C. 


CHARLES E. MacDERMOT. 
Barrister-at-Law, 
Inspector of Prisons. 


Chief Warder DENIS MUEPHY having been sworn, states : - 


the 1 pSs^S^I tIi7Z?£r° n ’ “ d 1 iave be “ cl03e <“ eighteen years in 
that Mr. Platan wn^w J yestarda y- I agree with him 
prisoner, always willing tr. smnl ku “ anit y an<i kindness. He was a well-behaved 
labour ^prisoner ThSl^ P ? ? h JT? to f* y wark he was P ufc <*>• He ™ a hard- 
ping wood WnrJ Jif s ° f kard labour be was put to on his reception was chop- 
Sr g Some yeTrs a'l >S ^VT ^ af hard Iab »^' aad *■* & m the open 
woodshed wW pfl , in ; d “ trial i^-bour, and was not hard labour. The 

is one of a range ofri ^ n xked , imm S tlie * month, is in the stoneyard. It 

Mr. Planagaf worked 1 d Iasunn y- and dl 7 and open. The shed in which 

is alleged to. ifdo d ■ v b0 ' Ut "" • aty yards away from the s P ot w bere the water 
caU aTiv Vard® TW ? T 7 Iain f . 1 saw ^ ‘bare. I would 
order— wdf Chad w ° W 'f> m the yard ' They are al waja kept in good 

Obstructions can b' somet ™es put paper and rubbers down the efiset. 

referred to yesterday. ^It fwa^go^oiit at (mcef ™* 5 " 1 " 1 th6 St ° PPage “ th<> St ” eyard 

He w^n cheerfliTS 11 d '‘f mg the tin ? 6 .°’ f Ms imprisonment ten or fifteen times a day. 
At the end 6 of made uo complaints. He never said anything about the food, 

-to ca^enteriL t v 6 m 0 "*' 1 ’ Mr ’ F1 “ a S aa went into the wiid-yfrd. He was put 
Wo TOnted wT f' i H ® a car P enter by trade, hut he asked to be put to it. 

and is a him? ’ S “*?? wc P ut bim to ife T b« s bed is in another yard, 

Sunday a ?ri thy ’ H ® rem aiued there until he was taken ill. If on 

be taken .CtT " pail during the day, he must ring his bell, and it would 
If he uses S a! pr °i P er thm « would b ® for hi “ <® go to ‘be ward water-closet, 

following m P • aft S 6 p ' m ' on S ™ da y> at must remain in his cell until 6 a.m. the 
■Sum - If a P nson&r used his P ail between 12 noon on Sunday and 

P- •> nd did not nng to have it taken away, he would be punished. 
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If prisoners want a drink when at work or at exercise, they can get it from a can 
in. the centre of the yard, by holding up their hands and falling out. They are told 
what the can is there for. The water is boiled, and has been bodied as long as I have 
been in Limerick Prison, since March. A warder would prevent prisoners from 
drinking at the tap, and the prisoners would be punished if they attempted to do so. 
I have never seen a prisoner drinking from the tap. The Governor went on hia 
vacation about the 10th of September. I took over charge. Mi*. Flanagan reported 
himself unwell on the 12th of September. He went before the doctor, who examined 
him, took his temperature, and ordered him to rest in bed. On the following dav 
September 13th, the doctor ordered Mr. Flanagan to the prison hospital. On the 
14th he reported Mr. Flanagan's illness to the Under-Secretary. About 12 noon on 
September 15th, a telegram came from the Under-Secretary, ordering his release 
About 12.40 p.m. on the same day he was transferred to the Infirmary with care’ 
under the supervision of the Medical Officer. [Extracts front. Medical Officer’s 
journal produced; also his report recommending the prisoner’s release with tele 
(/rams to Prisons Board, and formal notification to Under-Se Cretan/ of -prisoner 
release. See Appendix V.] While he was in the prison hospital he had a trained 
*1° P ns<mer ^tended on liim. Mr. Flanagan was well treated 
He to d me so. When leaving on the stretcher for the Infirmary, he said he could 
urn like a hare He did not consider himself very ill. He said : “ I’d as soon 
remain m the prison hospital till my time is up.” He appeared to be satisfied w°tt 
his treatment, and always expressed himself so. 

. By Hr. Lynch. From the time he entered the prison until he left he was never 
seen by a magistrate or visiting justice, except in the presence of a prison official 
, f T” S ar eS< wf W ^ eri Mr ' Redm0Ild visited Mr. Flanagan. Mr. Redmond did not 
object. Mr. Flanagan was removed to prison hospital an September 1 Pth t no 

noticed Mr. Flanagan off his head at all! He was!n his peS”nL o^the 15^ ' 
xr m °m d t0 the Inflnn “7- 1 don't think he was then very sick 
n nasa f, prison 1 visited kim on Sundays— ever/ third 
2 ? otl f r Snnda 5’ a tjie clerk (MUartliy), and storekeeper (Hegarriri w“re 
was ffi p ris ?n e “ arty Was away froni the pris ™ f ° r or nine days while Flanagan 

On S there vvo« 87 prisoners in the prison. 

On July 17th there were 80 prisoners in the prison 

Ah th U e gUSt ■ St ttee Wei , e 82 P riso * ers ; n the prison. 

8 fSd rf h tW °' 1 ^ « Sunday nntil 

his bell and did /ot get an arnwer 3Urpmcd to lr «»* a prW rang 

Sworn before me, this 19th of November, 1902. 1):ENIS MURPHY, C.W. 
CHARLES E. MacDERMOT 


Barrister-at-Law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 


Dr. WILLIAM FOGARTY, having been sworn, states 

visited LimeAk Prison^Slt T d ‘'IS* m ‘ 0 County Infirm ary. I 
He was in his cell in bed. Afti Jj r f lana S» *ith Dr. Gelston. 

case was one to keep under observation as^there WI *h Dr. Gelston that his 

perature. He was bright and cheerful’ ere n ° s y m P toms except his tern- 

rff td^S? elSSimt e ^T : *« » «» prison 

to the conclusion that it would very nrobablv ? ca }" fu ? 1 7 on that morning ; we came 
indication he had was a mSTS. v ty P h “ d fever The only 
we could not say whether it was a ty|hoid snot ^wi, f waa ™ ill-defined spot, but 
mg from it. was in an undevelopedstaee P Tt ha Flanagan was suffer- 

Supposing the case was typhoid, I considered’ the* food L“ 
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able that the contagion came fro™ n,- i 

been stopped by the hig-h wall tp • atmosphere; the tynhoid w;n; > , 
contaminate the air. ^° Wed ^ ^ 

EfleUl/wShs^n ^t tC 


Sworn before me this 19th of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT 


W- A. FOGARTY. 


■Barrister-at-Law , 

Inspector of Prisons. 


Warder SCALES having been sworn, states:— 

liked the carpentry work, and honed ho Sj i 1 *. and bn £ ht He told me he 
On the 12th Se/tember I bxShim be “ d ‘T f ‘V “ ta ba out. 

Sf SimLfmh r ^ " t0n * o f ”“° r ’ *“ iaVing ““P' 8 ™ 1 ° ( 

day and I attended him^^nigS^clmeOT'dttv ^ attended him b y 
until 9 a.m. next morning. ! He dent well th« W ^ alld rernalncd on duty 

had one pint, of beef tea, and he drank about ^ ' *" I, ca “ e mto hos P'‘al. He 

On September 14th he waa attended hv n.w 2 fi ° ( mixed Wltb soda water, 
night. He said he was 1 Tf °“ dat >' 9 P- m ' tb *‘ 

pints of milk and half pint of beef tea Ho^fd m exclted ' He t°°k about 11 
not complain, but was Sthei arnoyed at hfs go i out oTh* f ^ He did 

knew he would not be better caver) f™. »„ if ° m f out to the Infirmary. He said he 
kindness while in "■*"* ~T 

*2 Zo ^t _ HlToS&e 4 r fll^h mi ? he ™ “ h “P ital 

all day up to about 12 nom 'Z lav bv Vv r Tf ? “I- and was ke P‘ ia ^ cell 
twice, once in the mSS 5 b ? Msto ? s orders. Dr. Gelston saw him 
fare, he got milk Si ®“ “. the , CT ™ m |: In add iti°n to the prison 

mind when leav ng fte prison ’ St,mi,Iallts - He ™> P«*«Uy in hls'right 


Sworn before me this 19th day of November, 1902. 


J. SCALES. 


CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

Barrist er-at-Law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 


FOURTH DAY.— 1 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20th, 1902. 


Warder MONDS having been sworn, states 


rickT?™ be ™ °™' nme years in the Prison Service, and over seven years in Lime- 
8 L.„ t fJf on : 1 hav ® been present during this enquiry, and have beard the evidence 
e-nr) cf T-n sto PP m & °f the w.c. drain pipes. I tbink the stoppage occurred about the 
tliaf j-i, . wa ? on duty abcut 3 p.m. in the stoneyard. I noticed when passing 

- ,f °f the w.c. was not effective ; I saw it was not effective. I found 


n0( -IT rp, ° -ucvm.o, X oaw 11/ WAS UUla tJUCULIVC. X lU’UJIU 

ta. * “ere was an over supply of water in the w.c. ; it was not overflowing. 
/t s °PP . P a P er - I thought the pipe was stopped. I called a prisoner — 
nT«i> £ n8oner Cunningham)— from the next yard. I told him to go 'to the 
tr ? ei ® shop an .d bring me the sticks or rods belonging to the cleaning machine. 

, *°' u ffht two' sticks with a piece of iron with a hook on the end. He said he would 
,? il00dC mto the w.c. to see what was in it. I said “ No; remove the trap at 
gu ly opposite the w.c.” (about 6 feet from the basin of w.c.). He put the stick up 
, e P 1 P + e an d cleaned it out, and the water rushed through. There was no flooding 
e * ra P a t all. Except on this occasion I never saw the w.c. out of order. 
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By Mr. Lynch. — The closet was stopped only about fifteen minutes. Itis con- 
stantly in use, and if it bad been long stopped it would have flown over. The two 
sticks were sufficient to clear the pipe ; the iron rod was there, but it was unnecessary 
to use it. It took about four minutes to clear it. Flanagan got superior treatment 
to ordinary criminals. He was two days on the plank bed; he should have been 
fourteen days. He got a lot of extra diet. He got much easier work than the ordi- 
nary prisoners. He was treated fairly, kindly, and humanely. Who was the Amt to 
discover he was sick? He himself. Whenever I have been sick I have been the first 
to discover it. I have no doubt about it Flanagan was sick He got sick m the 
prison. The doctor said it was fever. I saw him shortly after he came into the 
prison. He was in perfectly good health then. 

From 12.30 p.m. on Sunday until 6 a.m. on Monday only two warders are in 
charge. But the two are quite sufficient for all purposes. 

EDWARD MONDS, Warder. 


Sworn before me this 20th day of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

Barrister-at-Law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 


Mr. MICHAEL KELLY having been sworn, states : — 

My father has the dairy farm which supplies the prison. I look after his business. 
The dairy farm is called Moylish ; is situate about a mile and a half from Limerick. 
I have about forty milch cows. We have three women and three men in our employ- 
ment. There is a house on the farm; an uncle of mine lives there. There has been 
no illness in the house, nor any illness among any of the workmen or workwomen. 
There has been no illness in their families that I am aware of. I am particular about 
that. I do not water my milk, and I know my men do not. They would he dis- 
missed if they did. I never had any complaints about the milk from my customers. 
The milk pails are scalded with boiling water and a brush used before using. 

The names of some of my customers are: — Messrs. Biraey, Limited; Messrs. Can- 
nock & Co., the Christian Brothers, the Female Prison, as well as the Male Prison. 
Excepting in the Male Prison, I never heard of there having been any case. of 
typhoid among any of my customers. We have supplied the prison since 1886, with 
the exception of one year. We make no distinction between the prison and our 
other customers ; it is all the same milk. 

By Mr. Lynch. — I never heard there was a complaint about the milk. 

MICHAEL F. KELLY. 


Sworn before me this 20th of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

B arrister-at-Law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 

Mr. Kelly produced a. letter from the Christian Brothers, saying the milk supplied 
to them was good, and there had been no illness in their community. 

C. E. MacD. 


MICHAEL CORBETT having been sworn, states: — 

I am in the employment of Mr. Kelly for thirteen years. I see the milk vessels •• 
scalded. The water is taken from a spring well in the yard. It is pumped up from 
a deep well, about 36 feet deep. The yard is a clean yard. No manure is kept in 
the yard, and the stall-fed cattle are about fifty or sixty yards away. The water is 
boiled in the boiler, and the vessels are thoroughly scoured. When they are- 
thoroughly scalded they are washed down with spring water out of the pump to cool 
them. All the water used on the farm comes from the pump. 

By Mr. Lynch. — I never heard of them watering the milk at Moylish. I swear it 
was’nt watered. I never heard any complaint of the prison milk being watered. 

MICHAEL CORBETT. 


Sworn before m* this 20th day of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

Barrister-at-Law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 
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Dr. H. 8. LAIRD, Resident Physician of the County Infirmary, having been sworn. 

I am a. L.R.C.P.I. and have been practising in Limerick nknnt „„ T 

°f ^urn^^o^htc&i ^5ee 

Appr inner vl.) 

I thought the sanitary arrangements of the prison good, and the Hushing of the 
sewers ample. The boiling of the water would kill any typhoid microbe ; it is really 
the only absolutely safe course to take. - - 

I saw Mr. Flanagan first on August 3rd, about a month before he got ill He 
looked very well He was being exercised alone with Mr. Linnane. On Ausnst 
17th I again saw Mr. hlanagan ; he was well. 5 

On 3rd of August above referred to, Mr. Flanagan complained that the hrown 
bread did not agree with him. and I gave him white instead 

I saw Mr. Flanagan in the County Infirmary on the 4th of October. I took charge 
of him there then. At this tune he had recovered from the* typhoid, and was suffer- 
ing from acute mania-. 

Delirium is an ordinary accompaniment of typhoid, hut not acute mania Acute 
mama, sometimes occurs. It is so unusual that, for the purposes of treatment I 
would look for other causes. I made inquiries. I heard he never had an attack 
like that, before. If he had it would have explained the recurrence. I then made 
inquiries from his brother. Later on he told me something about liis brother— he 
said he used to get fits. Typhoid would not- have produced the acute mania, I think 
I don’t think the mere fact of imprisonment would. On the 11th October he was 
removed to the Asylum 


By Mr. Lynch. T think he contracted the typhoid in prison. I would not sav 
Limerick City was very sanitary. I think the sanitary arrangements are good in 
Limerick Prison 

I saw the notice “ Unfit for drinking purposes ” often. I know the tap over which 
it was. It would not be well to allow people to drink out of this- tap. I don’t know 
from what cause Flanagan got typhoid fever. 

Flanagan was looking very well when I changed his bread from brown to white 
bread. He had no teeth of his own, and therefore I changed it. There is often 
objection made to the brown bread, even by prisoners who have good teeth. It is 
not as tasty as the white bread. 

When I first- saw him on 4th of October, I discovered he was off his head. It is 
just possible a man. might get- acute mania- from typhoid, but very unlikely. I don't, 
know what is t-he cause of Mr. Flanagan’s madness. 

By Inspector . — It is not, in my opinion, the typhoid or the mere fact of his im- 
prisonment. I would look to some heredita-ry cause. I look to hereditary cause 
because there was no other. 


H. S. LAIRD. 


Sworn before me this 20th day of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

B arrister-at-Law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 


Mi'. JOHN GUINANE, J.P., having been sworn, states: — 

I am a, visiting Justice of Limerick Prison. I saw Mr. Flanagan every Sunday 
but one during his imprisonment, and often during the week, and also in the prison 
hospital. 

I always found him well and cheerful. The only complaint lie ever made was one 
day about- the cocoa and the bread. I told him to go before Dr. Gelston, and I was 
sure Dr. Gelston would do all he could for him. He appeared satisfied with his prison 
treatment with this exception. I think he was well treated, but I think it is bar- 
barous to put- gentlemen with ordinary prisoners. 

I believe the Governor and the officials were as kind and humane as any officers 
could be. I am visiting the prison about- eighteen years. 

By Mr. Lynch . — The system of sewerage in Limerick Prison is fairly good. I 
would not give much for a pipe getting choked. I believe the prison sewerage is the 
very best that can be bad. You have splendid flushing in the prison ; we have not 
that in our streets, but it is good. 

We had typhoid in the city, but you will get typhoid in Paris. The prison 
sewerage is very good ; it could not be better. In no gentleman's house could it be 
better. I know the backyard (stoneyard). After heavy rain a little water must 

accumulate. 

0 
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Locking up prisoners from 12 noon on Sunday to 6 a.m. on next morning is the 
rule of the prison. It could be improved on. I know the water tap Linnane had 
to paint. I think it was an easy job. They sometimes got easy jobs. I would not 
mind drinking from the tap. It is a mixture of rain water and town water. There 
is no occasion for a prisoner to drink out of it. 

JOHN GUINANE. 

Sworn before me this 20th of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT. 

B arrister-at-Law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 


Mr. MICHAEL GRIFF Y having been sworn, states: — 

By Mr. Lynch.— I live at Corofin. I am seventy-one years of age. I was sentenced 
at the same time as T. Flanagan. I arrived on 17th of June. I did not get hard 
labour. I was put into the stoneyard. I did not get plank bed. I was tying 
sticks in the stoneyard all the time (two months). Mr. Flanagan was one month in 
the same yard working. On one occasion I found an offensive smell for a day or so. 
It became unbearable, so that we had to remove back into' the sheds. It was the 
latter end of July. I saw Cunningham clear the place. 

On Sundays my bucket was left in my cell from 12.30 p.m. until 6 a.m. next mom- 
“f * j? n . ce } ran S my bell about 3 p.m. to go to the closet on Sunday. The warder 
(Mr. J£ehoe) said : “ Once you are locked up you must remain so. You have your 
tm there.” I was told when I came I had only to ring my bell. I had to use my 
bucket I saw Mr. Gumane that day. I did not tell Mr. Guinane. (Mr. Gurnant 
here ston’d up and said he did not remember the incident). It remained there until 
b.30 on Monday morning. I was treated kindly in Limerick Prison. The only com- 
piaint 1 had was of the had water. I never saw any of the prisoners drinking out of 
the tap because of the notice that was on it. I drank out of the bucket. There 
was no distinction made between the Crimes Act prisoners and other prisoners The 
bread was very good bread, but I had no teeth to eat it. I had enough. 

MICHAEL GRIFFY. 

Sworn before me this 20th day of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

B arrister-at-Law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 


Warder ILEHOE having been sworn, states: — 

I have been nearly twenty years in the prison service. I never on any Sunday 
while prisoner Griffiy was m Limerick Prison refused to allow him to go to the w.l 

By Mr. Lynch -It he rang the bell during meal hours, I would answer it I 

woSd Itol t tom r him 0n ,\ Su “ da * 1 refused to let him lit. I 

during mL torn? The h IS o I J wouId nob take the sl °P away 

luring meal hours. The meal hours on a Sunday are the same as on week days. 

D. ELEHOE, Warder. 

Sworn before me this 20th day of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, B.L., 

B arrister-at-Law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 


Mr. PHILIP HOLMES, D I RIO u 

n-.i.u., .having been sworn, states:- 


■- bhere for three years, 

the employment of a farmer named ? agistr l ts - Hb was “ 

managed his business generally He lived m I, m ab argc o-f the farm, and 
about £16 a year, and some pastor 5? Mr ' Buasells kouse, and got paid 
fairly well as a magistrate. ST^ril^LT. LT 7 eX! S able man. He acted 
James, a sister called Mary a brothel fd f ° Bows: — He has a brother called 
appearance I don't know. His mltheT a third Mother, whose 

epileptic fits, and his sister Mary is an imbecill brother James is subject to 

eetablishme^. j nevOT^elri P oaitio ? al truat in Mr. Russell’s 

sets# itt- ne^Tr 
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M ‘Mill an watching him. there had been some alterrs+inn 

M'Millan. Flanagan’s excitement on the occasion nf th P cli 611 tlin and ^ er o eaub 
M'Millan was not the excitement of „n “X™ "J n ^ “J"! 3= ^met Setgeant 
the police. It was that of a man who had hem drinwZ “ “ n a , ,t<!r “‘'»n ™th 
nerves were shattered I don’t know exactlv what the^alterrat-' ' *!'* wl ' 08e 

words passed between them. 7 thp a1tmrat '™ was, hut smne 


P. A. HOLMES. 


Sworn before me this 20th of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT. 

Barrister-at-Law , 

Inspector of Prison s. 


Acting-Sergeant DANIEL MacDONAGH, R.I.C., having been sworn, states: — 

I have been about seven years quartered in Corofin. I knew Mr. Flanagan for 
the last seven years, and I know some of his family. He was a hot-headed, excit- 
able man. He acted fairly well as a magistrate. “By common repute Flanagan’s 
brother James is an epileptic. 

By Mr. lynch . — I have nothing against Flanagan. As far as I coulcl see by him. 
Mr. Flanagan was a good magistrate ; always discharged his duties. 

DANIEL MacDONAGH. 

Acting-Sergeant 51.231. 

Sworn before me this 20th of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

B arrister-at-La w. 

Inspector of Prisons. 


Constable CHARLES SMYTH having been sworn, states: — 

I have been quartered at Corofin five years and four months. In my opinion, 
Flanagan was a very excitable man. I knew four of his brothers — Tom, James, 
and Pat ; the fourth, who has gone to America, was a commercial traveller, and I 
only knew him as Mr. Flanagan. I have heard that James was subject to epileptic 
fits. 

By Mr. lynch . — The information about the epileptic fits is the common report 
of the country. On one occasion I would have arrested Flanagan for drink, hut I 
did not think it judicious, as he was a magistrate and there was a crowd. I think 
Mr. Flanagan was a man who drank to excess. 

CHAS. SMYTH. 


Sworn before me this 20th of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

Barrister-at-Law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 


Constable PATRICK McDERMOTT having been sworn, states: — 

I was stationed at Corofin. I knew Mr. Flanagan’s two sisters, Bridget and Mary. 
Mary Flanagan is an imbecile. I saw her in her own house last April. 

By Mr. lynch. — Mr. Flanagan discharged his duties as a magistrate properly. 

PATRICK McDERMOTT, Constable. 

Sworn before me this 20th day of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

Barrister-at-Law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 


Mr. THOMAS FLANAGAN having been sworn, states: — 

I am Thomas Flanagan, brother of Timothy Flanagan. He has managed Air. 
Russell’s farm for about thirteen years, buying and selling, and having charge 
his money. He was in perfect health up to the 17th June. Until then e 
suffered from any disease. He was up to that time very strong. Alter 
him in prison — in about two months' time. He looked very much cu ^up. 
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next place I saw him was in the County Infirmary. He had been only about two 
days there. He knew me and could speak intelligently to me. When I next saw 
him he was very delirious and excited; he did not recognise me then. I was present 
when he was removed to the Asylum. He complained to me in the Infirmary of 
the bad smell in the prison. This was on my third visit. He was delirious on my 
second visit. 

By Inspector . — He never made any complaint about the bad smell on the occasion 
of my visit in prison. 

My sister Mary is not an imbecile. She is not weak in her mind. Martin is in 
America, and was always right in his mind. My brother James was also always 
'trong in his mind. He is not an imbecile. 


THOMAS FLANAGAN. 


Sworn before me this 20th day of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

B arrister-at-Law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 


Mr. JOSEPH SULLIVAN having been sworn, states: — 

By Mr. Lynch .-— 1 live an Corofin. I was sentenced to three months, and received 
into Limerick Prison 17th of June. Flanagan accompanied me into prison The 
second day of his imprisonment, he said: “ I don’t think we will he able to bear it.” 
He complained that the bed he got was as bad as the plank bed. He complained 
he got exceptionally bad treatment. On his first visit he was not allowed to shake 
hands with his friends when other Justices of the Peace were. He felt it much 
1 •?? t i C . fld a, _ < * an S® m his appearance afterwards. I was working in the backyard 
with him; I found a smell there in two different places. I found the smell in both 
places— the timber-yard and the stoneyard. It was very bad for half-an-hour before 
\\ arder Monds came on duty. I have seen prisoners drink from the water tan 
several times. 1 

JOSEPH SULLIVAN. 


Sworn before me this 20th day of November. 1902. 


CHARLES E. MacDERMOT. 
B arrister-at-Law, 

Inspector of Prison*. 


Mr. PATRICK FLANAGAN having been sworn, states: — 


^ ccms ’ 11 Tim Flanagan in prison. I only saw him once 
neverknew fcLT/ 7 r pre ?, etlt - 1 lmew Ti ™>U>y since he was a child. I 
mary He looked ve™ ifT* w 7 mneSi ! ° f any desc ription. I saw him in the Infir- 
mary. He looked very bad. He was all right before he went to prison. 

PATRICK FLANAGAN. 

mkdfe alf right' Tim ° thy ^ a alight physical deformity. Her 


PATRICK FLANAGAN. 

Sworn before me this 20th day of November. 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

B arrister-at-Law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 


Mr. JOHN LYNCH, J.P., having been sworn, states:- 

Mr. 1 ™. it6d ^son while 

slightly thinner He did not sae t ua ^ s ' I found him looking fairly well, and 
Atom 6th September FlanaXf “I ‘™<» 'was badly treated. * 

He said it was from Mr. Shaw’s a P ed a ame U- I did not investigate it. 

the wind was blowing in a certain direetbn.^ 011 factory the prison) when 
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Flanagan intimately before he' ™ slrtto pS.^He WltlUhe^ 1 Mr ' 
active, healthy man. ^ e nacl ail the appearance of an 

I was never told on any occasion that i £ , , 

how long prisoners are locked up on Sundays. ” S f ° lmd cholted 1 was not told 


JOHN LYNCH. 


Sworn before me this 20th day of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 


Barrister-at-Law . 
Inspector of Prisons. 


Warder PATRICK CROWLEY: — 

^soS™ i a«!r a !“ re in rr - 1 ™ * the —-t-* 

PATRICK CROWLEY, Wander. 
Sworn before me this 20th day of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

Barr id er-at-Law , 

Inspector of Prisons. 


Dr. MacNAMARA having been sworn, states : — 

?, dispensary doctor of Corofin. I have been twenty years appointed I knew 

epUeptic B fita ‘“i^n^v/ wTm 3118 ®*” Jamea > the ' elcl ® t . 1 treated for 

understood b 1 I f lana g»n’s hcmse. I did not see his sister Mary I 
TonAt T motbv F, DOt flt t0 bc «"• 1 lMM 'd ** defective in her S' I 
was f ,„n S Flanagan was an exceedingly excitable man. I don’t think he 
St* 7 era ff of mmd. He war. easily excited, 

trate I' knSiSwh a “T« " ch ?“ man of strict Council and a magis- 
examined KtalW. b 1 u° th aa P aclt i es - 1 ™ k®re when Mr. Holmes was 
mm tat' had I tar dlschar S e d ^ official duties well. He was a very healthy 
She PI M T a u*,™* 10 tamt 1 BeTCr ^tended him, nor did I eve? 
Mary FlI^Lln T i RU ?i alWa ' 5 ' S pralSed rim Flanagan to me. I did not see 

heS it tahSieb- I t h T d Sh<> WaS " n K it a matter of notoriety. I 

nearct it before this trial commenced at all. 3 


GEO. N. MacNAMARA. 

Sworn before me this 20th day of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

Barrister-at-law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 


Dr. O’NEIJjL having- been sworn, states: — 

I am Medical Officer of the Limerick Asylum. I have been such for nearly fchir- 
, * s ' * n m y care Mr. Flanagan is now. Previous to his reception in 
e sylnim I had seen him in the County Infirmary. I first saw him on the 6th 
c <> ci . He was then acutely maniacal. Acute mania is quite distinct from the 
oi tinary delirium which sometimes accompanies typhoid. I was told he had had 
yp oid. I saw his chart. It is very exceptional for acute mania to follow typhoid. 

e success of our treatment in an asylum very largely depends on finding out the 
causes of mental derangement. I made inquiries about the personal history of Mr. 

anagan. His brother (Thomas) told me he had a brother who suffered from 
epi epsy. His father was dead ; his mother was living. He said he had noticed for 
a ^ 00c \_- 11:n e past (a couple of years) that his brother Timothy used to talk to him- 
SG T H V^ S ° Sa * c use d to drink a good deal after meetings. 

1 saw Flanagan on a second occasion in the Infirmary on Wednesday, October 8. 
A 0 i WaS i Gn * n a ^ ou t' the same condition. I then suggested his removal to the 
syJum, but as some of his friends were anxious that he should be kept in the Infir- 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



llia rv a little longer. I decided to leave him there until Saturday. On Saturday, 
October 11, he was committed to the Asylum as a dangerous lunatic He was 
removed with safety on October 11. I have looted up in the register of the Asylum 
from January. 1880. to 11 October. 1902, and, out of 2,701 cases, I have only found 
two cases of iny form of mania following typhoid. It is a very unusual phenomenon. 

The predisposing causes of acute mania following typhoid may be . Mental worry, 
shock, excitement, fright-., grief, privation, and heredity. 

Bv Mr. Lynch . — He was suffering from post-febrile insanity in the form of acute 
mania. The fever was the exciting cause. It was the mam factor. Before I went 
awav on vacation it was a well-known fact that typhoid was prevalent- m the city 
You must wait for the eruption of the typhoid before you can give an opinio^. I 
think the doctors diagnosed Flanagan's case very rapidly and very accurately. There 
is no doubt but. that he contracted the typhoid in the prison. Bad water is condu- 
cive to tvphoid if it contains the germs of the disease. Bad air is highly injurious ; 
but- the germs must- he floating about to give typhoid. A slop pail is unpleasant, 
and being unpleasant, is injurious. I would not allow such a thing in ail institution 

At the conversation about Timothy Flanagan, speaking to himself. I was told also 
by Tom Flanagan that Timothy Flanagan was of strong constitution. Dr. Laird 
was present at the conversation. 

1 E. D. O NEILL. 


Sworn before me this 20th clay of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

Barrister-at-Lau’. 

Inspector of Prisons. 


FIFTH DAY— FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21st. 


Mr. MICHAEL JOSEPH O'BRIEN having been sworn, states: — 

By Mr. Lynch . — I am a publican in the town of Ennis. I have been in the Civil 
Service as an Excise Officer. I know Mary Flanagan intimately. She is a hunch- 
back. I heard other members of the family say she met. with an accident. I know 
her for the last eleven yearn. I have had ample opportunities of seeing whether 
she was an imbecile or not. I was in her mother’s house ; she has been in my house 
on business. I found her as sound and rational as any other persou. I have been 
in her mother's house from 9 in the morning until 6 in the evening. 

By Inspector . — She goes to her duties, but she does nob go to church. She has 
to stay at home. She does not. I believe, remain away from church by reason of 
any mental imbecility. 

M. J. O’BRIEN. 

Sworn before me this 21st day of November. 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

Barrister-at-Lau'. 

Inspector of Prisons. 


Alderman JOHN O'BRIEN having been sworn, states: — 

I have acted this year as locum t-enens for the Mayor of Limerick. I remember 
about July or August the Mayor of Limerick going to Kilkee. In his absence I 
visited Limerick Prison on three Sunday evenings. I saw Mr. Flanagan on these 
occasions. I asked him how he was, and he said he was all right. I talked for a 
while with him. and he had no complaint to make. I sympathised with him, and 
thought- a man like him should not go to prison. I did not- notice him in low spirits. 
On the last occasion he seemed in a little low spirits on account of two other Crimes 
Act prisoners going out the following week. 

By Inspector . — •• Did you notice any smell or anything disagreeable in the prison 
while you were there?” 

“ Indeed, I did not, sir.” 

I visited the other Crimes Act prisoners ; they made no complaint. As far as I 
could see the men were treated by the officers very nicely. I did not go to the 
prison out of curiosity. I went to see if anything was wrong, and if I found any- 
thing wrong. I would have made it known pretty soon. 
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By Mr. Lynch.—. I saw the prisoners somethin- , 
m tie bottom cells. Mr. Flanagan looked well mfrfrra * 1 Sa 'r Mr - 
healthy. He was perfectly intelligent in every waif & “ &r aS 1 could S6e . and 

The second time I saw him I saw him in iV x 
The third time I saw him in the same cell! 1 ^ C&11 " 1 noticed no chaage in him. 

I used to- go into the cell to see Mr , , 

outside— stood at the door. The doo- was opra The *'7* tlle ward ® remained 
heard what I was saying. We spoke together onmly T ney “ y f" not have 
the prison. I never spoke to the Govern*? but once in my mTjTtv \ Sm<>11 “ 
he refused me admission to tie prison as not k!” ? -5 and 011 tl,a * occasion 

prison on the occasion when the Mayor was away to 1 ™ lt the 

I know nothing about the prison rSel 7 o° tt Coercion prisoners, 

ha did not look worse in his health. I never' heard the oocas “l 1 7 sa - w him. 
heard the Limerick Prison was insanitary I asked nS' ,a ‘'' l,i I never 
about his health. He did not tell mo 2 «, i . PI ™ a S ai1 ™ every occasion 
said he was a bit lonesome, 4e \ haT” he TOS «"■> b ”‘ he 

Flanagan after he got sick; the Mavra w» in' town 1 T ° of seeing 

locked up on Sundays at 12.30 p.m. " wn ‘ 1 was prisoners were 

By Inspector. If it had been my own son I had seen in r ,, , 

satisfied .with his getting the same treatment •,« + 1 , M >llS0 ’b I would have been 
complaints, and I could not make complaints for them. W They “ ade n0 


JOHN O’BRIEN. 


Sworn before me this 21st day of November, 1902. 


CHARLES E. MacDERMOT, 

Barrister-ai-Law, 

Inspector of Prisons. 


STEWART WOODHOUSE, Esq, M.D, having been sworn, states:- 

^©Jl°w of the Royal College of Physicians, and I hoi 

1 am . Medical Member of the Prisons Board. I have had con- 


• i . „ ~ WJ - jjucwu.. j. iiitve uaa con- 

siderable experience of fevers in connection with the Hardwicke Pever Hospital. 
7, al so ; auquu-ed a, special experience in connection with the outbreak of fever in 
lc , . ^ 9^ Ireland in IbbO. On 17th September I came down to Limerick to in- 
vestigate the- case of Mr. Flanagan and the outbreak of typhoid in Limerick. There 
■! \ e _ slightest doubt that Mr. Flanagan developed the fever in Limerick Prison. 

. JLAe result ot my inquiries I embodied in a report for the information of the general 
1 mens Board. ( Report put in, see Appendix VII.) I can add nothing to 
w a - bn Acheson MacCullagh said as to the outbreak of typhoid in the city of 
ljl !? < nvi * ^ ave searc ired back the records for thirteen years, and except Crowley s 
and hhuiagansi cases, there has been no case of typhoid fever in Limerick Prison. 

was told Crowley recovered. The carriers of typhoid fever are water, food supply, 
such as milk, and dust borne by the air. Water is the chief medium. I am satisfied 
at the milk supplied to the prison was not the channel of contagion. As to- the 
prison water, the facts are these: — For over twelve months past, the drinking water, 
fb 1 i wa * >er pttt into the cells, has, as a precaution, been boiled. Boiling abso- 
lutely destroys the microbe germs. The water used is that coming from the public 
water supply of Limerick with the additional safeguard of boiling. 

I have heard the references to the tap in the stone-yard. The water that comes 
from that tap is town water mixed with a little- rain water. If prisoners want a 
drink at work or at exercise, there is a bucket of boiled water ip the yard, with a 
pannikin to drink from. A prisoner could only drink at the tap by eluding the 
warder in charge, disregarding the notice “unfit for use,” and then either putting 
Jns head under the tap or catching the water in his hands, as there is no vessel 
under it. If there had been a tank of typhoid-infected water in the stone-yard 
whne Mr. Flanagan was there (from June 17 to July 17), and had he drunk of it, 
yphoid fever would have developed, within a period from seven days to three weeks. 
It was quite impossible for the typhoid fever which developed in September to be 
attributed to anything Mr. Flanagan could have got in the stone-yard between 
une 17 and July 17. With the exception of the little rain water mixed with the 
ap water, all the prison water supply comes from the same source, viz., the public 
wacer supply of Limerick The water used for drinking and washing in the prison 
is, and has been for a considerable time, boiled. The only other water a prisoner 
might drink which is unboiled is the water in his bath, which is> not heated up to a 
fi^Tur s '^® c ^ en ' b to I r ill the germs. A prisoner gets a bath once a fortnight. I 
^nd Mr. Flanagan had a bath on September 6th. This would not have given time 
or an incubation apnea-ring on September 12. Before that he had a bath on 23rd 
-August. If the water were infected then and he had drunk of it, I would have 
expected typhoid fever to have developed earlier. This would have given twenty 
ays for the development of the germ, which is possible, but uncommon. I consider 
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the employments Mr. Flanagan was put to (wood-cutting and carpentry) were whole- 
some ones, and in a wholesome place-. His work was all in the open air, and in the 
summer mouths. I examined the cell occupied by Mr. Flanagan previous to hia 
illness. It is a large cell (835 cubic feet) and well ventilated. It is also boarded. 
I know the hospital ward in the prison in which Mr. Flanagan was placed. It is a 
good ward, with three windows, and well ventilated. Its cubic space is close on 
3,000 cubic feet. Mr. Flanagan got a pint of milk daily after three weeks’ im- 
prisonment, and this was continued up to the time of his illness. He also got from 
4th August white bread instead of brown, and Class '■ C diet instead of “ B ” diet. 
In reporting Flanagan's illness, I think Dr. Gelston acted with proper promptitude. 
On the 14th of September, Dr. Gelston sent his report recommending Flanagan’s 
discharge. It was received by the Prisons Board on the morning of the 15tli of 
September, and within a few hours, by order of the Lords Justices, his discharge 
was telegraphed (from the Chief Secretary’s Office) to the Governor of Limerick 
Prison. When I subsequently came down to Limerick Prison to inquire into Mr. 
Flanagan's illness, f satisfied myself that Mr. Flanagan had been carefully and 
properly treated, both as a prisoner and an invalid. 

By Mr. Lynch . — I never saw Mr. Flanagan myself. The first information I got of 
Mr Flanagan's illness was on the 16th of September. There is no 1 holiday time in 
the prison. Officers have to take their holidays when they can get them Mr. Flanagan 
u as first reported ill on September 12th. Dr. Gelston visited him twice on that day. 

Why was he discharged so quickly? — A . — Because there was no further doubt as 
to its being typhoid fever. On the 14th of September there was no doubt. It is 
difficult to diagnose typhoid. The prison doctor, I think, diagnosed the case quickly. 
A prison doctor sees all the prisoners at. stated times, irrespective of whether they 
are sick. 

On 4th August, Mr. Flanagan got white bread for brown, the medical reason being 
dyspepsia. On 8th July, he first got the one pint of milk extra, the medical reason 
being debility. He had lost 4 lbs. weight; he subsequently pulled up 3 lbs. The 
only extra he got was one pint of milk; the others were substituted diets. My 
belief is that the most probable cause of Mr. Flanagan contracting typhoid fever is that 
it was ,! air-borne.” It was carried atmospherically. It could have been blown over 
the 20 feet wall. If he drank water from the tap it would be more conducive to 
produce typhoid than the dust blowing over the wall. If a bucket were left in a 
pnsouer’s cell for twelve hour*-, it would not be conducive to typhoid. As an 
c-mergency, the bucket system is not objectionable. I was never informed of a 
pipe being choked during the term of Mr. Flanagan’s imprisonment. It would be 
a serious breach of prison discipline if a prisoner rang his bell and it was not 
answered It would be a serious thing if a- prisoner was not allowed to go to the 
closet within proper hours. ” 

STEWART WOODHOTJSE. 


■ ) Voot '^°' ,se P ut in evidence his report on the outbreak of typhoid in Lime- 
rick Prison, date 18 September, 1902; also a series of reports for 1902, as to the 
sanitary condition ci Limerick Prison. 


Sworn before me this 20th clay of November, 1902. 

CHARLES E. MacHERMOT. 

Bar 7 • iste. r -at- Law. 

Inspector of Prisons. 
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appendix II. 


Report by Sir. J. Acheson MacCullaeh M n i r 

Board for Ireland, on Typhoid Limeri^ 


limeeick COUNTY BOROUGH. 

The Local Government Board (Ireland). 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to report that in a „„ j 

No. 44,966 I proceeded to Limerick on Mondav Tstlr a! tV “potions contained in 
inquiries relative to the outbreak of enteric fever in thtt Gtv fOT th ® pur P ose » f making 
The cases reported numbered thirtv-sir and . Clt 7' 

particular neighbourhood (in only ono* instant w rt, 00 * C0IlilI ' d to any one locality or 
but were distributed throughout the City SP £ ond caa6 in the same hoL;) 

thirteen in the No. 2 and ten in tte N^ 3 fi™ 8 “ tlle N “- 1 Dispensary ffi 
which occurred about the middle of July ' ' n A :St , oase ?; '"J’ 1 *be exception of one 
on August 21st. ware a °‘ iaed °n the 12th August, and the last 

Patie ” te ' bUt ^ TOI0 r “ *■> ^ital for treatment. One death only 

Suh-Sanitaay ^ ric ‘ attention was paid by the 

cases arose. 5 smtectmg of the houses and premises in which 

visited each Tto °^eS the fact that, hiving 

twenty-three different places. ascertained that their milk supply was procured from 

widely drvergenttreSTn' t-Wch tte^s “““ecf enhanced by the 

instance (the Cox’s), there was no conne^K™ w a d , b ^ tbe fact that, except in one 
that tile contagion was conveyed hy™ator there f y ° £ ^ P at '“ts, but 

. !h July there were several compSnta Tie, ^ i 1 ^ litUe dl “bt. 

city, and also as to the quality tie taste beinv s G ‘ the water supply in the 

tmued for some time, owing to the In™* f d ? b ? ob Jcctionable; the shortage con- 
ii supplied from the pumptog stSLT(^™vm " ^ * “ tbe ^"uastie Eeseryoir, S which 
IBth by water from Keboguf ^ “uon^v ' ‘2 ^ ???* Was supplemented on July 

§!EJ there was aim about this Se Sed^tlb U fiu d c, 2lld Au « ust - «“P‘ <» feui 
Eebogue water is not filtered but sent directi^?**? ° £ **“ ^ tor beds at CIaIe .ville. The 
round Eebogue is very highly cultiva^ * 5® reservoir at Garryowen. ■ The land 

a mall stream, the Grudy Biver which is liable dlsfcamce ab “ re the Eebogue intake. 
All the enteric cases, eicent ois v l rS to pollution, discharges into the Shannon. 
21»t August, and S betw f “ % Hth or I2th August and the 

being visited by the. medical attendant j^stiMjy of ba £ m ® been ill si>me days before 
as long ag fourteen davn iw™. i • ‘ - ®°? ie 5ke patients told me they had been ill 

«ne contagion was introduced du^gtffe time of ^ke^sh **“*• ifc , ^ ay fairI y be assumed 

15th to August 2nd). ® fcune 01 tbe sborta g e m. the water supply (July 

? ffl ° e tv ad * Sam P Ie ° f wafe r taken from Eebogue 
lutild at the tinfe I mention above, tb * “ “* F«* ‘bat the water was not ££. 

in the Par^Dfstrict 1 * Mo^oTtheSf 1 '*’' 1 *■ large aumb er of dairies and cowsheds, especially 
and dearly showed that verv little tT f- ™ mora . or less dlrt y =m d unsanitary condition, 
or their surroundings Pa* itself att »ntion was P a ' ld cleanliness, oither in the cowsheds 

every S, S tM**"* 1 CeSSP °° 1S “ d *^ uat water 
manner; nor I C ™S li! ' ls ' , &c ’ cannot perform his work in a very efficient 

Hedth,'be discWriL *;fr ^ 0fflcer ', ll!daed 1 “igbt say also the Medical Officer of 
the state I saw whSl vMred d M. PI ° Perl7 “ all °™ 8 “ y part their dirtrict to bo rn . 

streets ^h^LimermL 31111 attention to the insanitary state of the lanes and smaller 

any kind, and ‘ i • of tbe houses in them are without sanitary arrangements of 
might be. A betta^SS^tlf” 4 5' IS ' U11S ° f tIlBse P laces ia nofc carr ied out as efficiently as 
™g out indiscrimi^td^ ?° w ^CP^ 11 “igbt easily be devised. The throw- 

objectionable nrarfi™ Ij the * lr<!ato I ot m 8b‘ soil and every kind of refuse is a most 
The tenemA \ tlW; pr °P er r «eptacles should be provided. 

“■angements and ^ ff® 1 rade - bad, some very bad; many are without any sanitary 
tilation. mL d ^ se,ve fal tha W.C. is made the house, and without any means of ven- 
nile these hanZ. . f 10 ^ 3 ^ bave 7^, and tha W.C.’s should be erected there; as a 

The ch 7^ are 11011 ke pt dean. 

au effort and L _ tbei P^ing of the bajcik streets and lanes should be improved, and 

I have h • kee P tbem cleaner. 

city. Steps^shm^Li 1 ’? 16 ^’ ^ bebeve correctly, that there are several private cesspools in the 
connect with +i d . ab Qnce * a ^ ei1 * 0 ' S 0 ^ rid of these, and compel all householders to 
u rne main sewers. 


D 2 
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To prevent in future the likelihood of a shortage in the water supply, the Corporation 
should take into consideration the question of improving their “ intake ” at Clareville. It 
would appear to me that this would not be a difficult thing to accomplish, and would be 
most advantageous. , 

The want of an ambulance to remove fever patients to hospital was vetry apparent during 
this outbreak. Had they been cases of typhus, the Sanitary Authority would have been 
confronted with a grave difficulty. Steps should forthwith be taken to provide the Sanitary 
Authority with a suitable ambulance. 

It would be also most desirable that the Corporation should co-operate with the Rural 
District Councils in providing a thoroughly efficient Disinfecting Apparatus. 

The Infectious Disease (Notification) Act, 1889,. was adopted by the Corporation, and 
came into force on the 1st September, 1899, but until this recent outbreak only seven cases 
bad been notified since that date, viz. — Two in January, 1901; one in February, 1901; 
two in April, 1901 ; two in July, 1901. 

I desire, in conclusion, to express my acknowledgments to the Executive Sanitary Officer 
for the valuable assistance he afforded me in the course of my inquiries. 


I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 


Your obedient Servant, 


J. ACHESON MacCULLAGH. 


Galway, 5th September, 1902. 


Attached is a list of the enteric cases, and also a table showing height of water in Re- 
servoir from 1st July to 22nd August. 


No. 

Age. 

Occupation. 

Hospital to which removed. 

1 

27 

Coachman 

St.John’s ... ... ] 


2 

45 

Shopman 

Barrington’s ... 


3 

14 

Schoolboy 

Barrington’s ... 


4 

17 

Labourer 

Union 


5 

16 

Coach Painter ... 

Union 


6 

19 

Van Driver 

St John’s 


7 

21 

Constable, R.I.C. 

County Infirmary 

No I. District, 

8 

8 

Schoolgirl 

Treated at home 


9 

37 

Married W oman 

St. John’s 


10 

45 

Married Woman 

St. John’s 


11 

38 

Shop Porter 

St. John’s 


12 

18 

Seamstress 

St. John’s 


13 

16 

Factory Girl 

Union 


14 

23 

Tailor 

St. John’s 


15 

23 

Dressmaker 

Barrington’s ... 


16 

11 

Schoolboy 

St. John’s 


17 

28 

Constable, R.I.C 

County Infirmary 


18 

23 

Undertaker 


19 

27 

Smith 

St. John’s 


20 

29 

Bookmaker 

St. John’s 

■ No. 11. District. 

21 

70 

Seed Merchant ... 

Treated at home 

22 

23 

26 

27 

Railway Clerk ... 
Clerk 

County Infirmary 
St.John’s ... ... 


24 

11 

Schoolboy 

St. John’s 


25 

13 

Schoolboy 



26 

14 

Schoolgirl 




46 

Insurance Agent 

Treated at home ' 


28 

35 

Cabinet Maker . . . 


29 

35 

Clark 



30 

11 

Schoolgirl 



31 

13 

Schoolboy 



32 

14 

Schoolboy 

St. John’s 

. Ho. IH. District. 

33 

50 

Wife of Publican 


34 

50 

Publican 



35 

10 

Schoolboy 



3 C 

20 

Plumber 

Barrington’s... 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




31 


Table showing Height of Water in Newcastle Reservoir for 

1902. 


Months of July and August, 


Jolt 


August 



Ft. 

in. 

1 

15 

9 

2 

16 

0 

3 

16 

0 

4 

16 

0 

5 

16 

0 

6 

15 

7 

7 

15 

10 

8 

15 

11 

9 

15 

6 

10 

15 


11 

15 

8 

12 

15 

3 

13 

14 

6 

14 

13 

9 

15 

12 

8 

16 

13 

4 

17 

12 

6 

18 

11 

5 

19 

10 

7 

20 

10 

8 

21 

11 

2 

22 

10 

9 

23 

11 

8 

24 

11 

2 

25 

11 

11 

26 

12 

9 

27 

13 

8 

28 

13 

7 

29 

12 

6 

30 

12 

0 

31 

13 

7 

1 

15 

0 

2 

15 

5 

3 

15 

3 

4 

15 

4 

5 

15 

1 

6 

14 

11 

7 

14 

11 

8 

15 

6 

9 

15 

6 

10 

14 

11 

11 

15 

7 

12 

16 

0 

13 

16 

0 

14 

16 

0 

15 

15 

6 

16 

15 

7 

17 

15 

6 

18 

15 

7 

19 

15 

4 

20 

15 

1 

21 

14 

10 

22 

14 

1 


Water also taken from Reboge Works. 

Reboge not working this day. 

Water also taken from Reboge Works. 

Reboge not working. 

Water also taken from Reboge Works. 


Reboge not working. 

Water also taken from Reboge Works. 

Water also taken from Reboge Works. 
Ceased pumping at Reboge. 


23rd! August, 1902. 


J. J . PEACOCKE, City Surveyor, 

Limerick. 


LIMERICK COUNTY BOROUGH. 

The Local Government Board 
Gentlemen, — 

I have the honour to report that I attended the meeting of the Public Health Committee 
of the above County Borough on Wednesday evening last (1st October), when my recent 
report was under consideration. 

After a long and protracted discussion, the Committee decided to deal with the question 
of the back streets and lanes in districts, and requested the Medical Superintendent Officer 
•of Health to visit those in the No. 3 District, and report with suggestions on that day fort- 
night. 
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It was also decided to have the manure heaps and cesspools, <5zc., at Park removed, and 
the Medical Officer of Health, who was present, undertook to have this done' forthwith. 

The Executive Sanitary Officer was directed to draw up a specification and advertise for 
an Ambulance for the conveyance of cases of infectious disease bo hospital. 

I was also' present at a meeting of the Council on Thursday evening, at which a deputar 
tion from the Limerick Nos. 1 and 2 Rural District Councils attended to request the Cor- 
poration to join with them in procuring a thoroughly efficient disinfecting apparatus. At 
the request of the Mayor I explained the matter, and pointed out the great necessity for it 
and a Sub-Committee was appointed to consult and arrange with the deputation from the 
District Councils. 

Since my last visit to Limerick, ten cases of enteric fever have been notified : — 

3 on the 6th September, one being in the Prison. 

1 on the 14th September, in the Prison. 

1 on the 17th September. 

1 on the 19th September. 

2 on the 22nd September. 

2 on the 23rd September. 


Some of these the; Medical Superintendent of Health attributes to infection from pre- 
vious cases; the source of infection in the others has not been satisfactorily traced as yet. 

Towards the end of August the water in he Reservoir at Newcastle became very low 
again, and recourse was had to the supply at Rebogue, and the water to the City has been 
thus supplemented at intervals during the month of September. It is' a curious fact that 
of the ten recent cases seven are in districts entirely supplied with water from Rebogue; 
however, I should hesitate for the present in definitely assigning the water supply as the 
bourse of infection. 

The Executive Sanitary Officer has forwarded to Professor M'Weeney for Bacteriological 
examination, samples of water from Rebogue, the Grudy River, and the Reservoirs at New- 
castle and Garryowen. 

During September I find that five cases o Typhus Fever have been admitted to the 
Union Fever Hospital from different parts of the City. No report of these seem to have 
been made, under Article 15 of the Board’s Sanitary Order, No. 3. Four of them were not 
diagnosed as fever at first and were sent to the General Infirmary, and subsequently trans- 
ferred to the Fever Hospital, and notification sent to the Medical Superintendent of Health 
who was not aware that lie should report to tile Local Government Board. The fifth case 
was also notified. 

The cases are as follows : — 


1. Admitted to Fever Hospital on 12th September. 

2. Admitted on 13th September, and transferred to Fever Hospital on 14th. 

6. Admitted on 20th September; transferred to Fever Hospital on 22nd. 

4. Admitted on 22nd September, and transferred immediately to Fever Hospital. 

5. Admitted on 20th September; transf erred to Fever Hospital on 21st. 


.,,5?. precaution asto disinfection, &c., has been taken in these cases, under the direct 
supervision of the Medical Superintendent, Officer of Health 

anf dlrt.;tSZding“ eCti0U ’ 1 ^ Dr H * “Crowding 


I have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

Galway, 6 th October, 1902. ACHES0N MacCULLAGH. 


APPENDIX III. 

Report of analysis of four samples of water by Professor M'Weeney. 


LIMERICK COUNTY BOROUGH. 

Copy of Report of Analysis of four samples of water by Professor M'Weeney. 

per cubic centimetre. The colon bacillus was 
obtained by S ITT, ^ ? Berkefeld filter. The sediment 

age-polluted water, afso numerous lSgc infusS “ ^ " ldo “ 0CCUrS save in S6W ‘ 

not detected. US ^Sme°method a M A 1 ”?™’ 3" 00,0,1 tacillu9 was 

similar in character to that of “ A.” cent ntoge sediment was, however,. 
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tarts for the colon bacillus gav? p^tiv^s^rbufae^m’ ° f " apro P 1 V tic bacteria, 
typical: centrifuge sediment unobjectionable ’ ™ ™ micr °-°rgamsm isolated wj 
“ D.” — About 500 saprophytes uer c o ■ p n i,„ , , 
water is the best of the four, from the 'baetmolop^ unobjectionable. 

“1;™" from G™ pmnpin S *«ion. 

" C.” Water from Newcastle Reservoir 
“ D.”— Water from Gan-yowen Reservoir. 

A. MacCULLAGH, 

18/ll/’02. 


The 

not 


This 


APPENDIX IV. 


Papers in connection with application 
his own clothes while in prison. 


of Mr. Timothy Flanagan 


to be permitted to wear 


LIMERICK MALE PRISON. 

Subject— Application of Prisoners to wear their own clothing. 

H.M. Prison for Males, 

Limerick, 18 th June, 1902. 

CoLic^C^:^ 

the term of their imprisonment^ prorided by Rule 28 (IiZdedV °" n clotlles duri “« 

c.»ior»rbi tt aL7urrs s tST^ d m — <*• 

L.P.C. sheets* attached. 


The Chairman, 

General Prisons Board, 
Dublin Castle. 


M. O’Sullivan-, 

Governor. 


Approved, 

S. W. 

19th June, 1902. 


LIMERICK MALE PRISON. 

To the Chairman, 

General Prisons Board, 

Dublin Castle. 


during tC> fco fclie General Prisons Board for permission ■ 

mg my term of imprisonment in this Prison. 


wear my own clothing- 
Timothy Flanagan. 


H.M. Prison for Males, 

524 } P J Linnane Limerick, 18 th June, 1902. 

526, Timothy Flanagan. 

neeessarv^^ **hat the wearing of Prison dress in case of the above-named prisoners is not 
in»irl= . grounds of health or personal cleanliness, and that a sufficient supply of 

ciotning is available for their use. 


T. J. Gelston, M.D., 

Medical Officer. 

M. O’Sullivan, 

Governor. 
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APPENDIX V. 

Reports by Medical Officer and Chief Warder of Limerick Male Prison in connection 
-with the illness of Mr. Timothy Flanagan and his discharge from prison, September, 1902. 


(COPY.) 

LIMERICK MALE PRISON. 

Illness of Prisoner Timothy Flanagan. 

H.M. Prison, Limerick Male, 

12 th September, 1902. 

I beg to submit the attached extract from Medical Officer’s Journal of this date, and to 
report that 526, Timothy Flanagan, is one of six prisoners committed from Corofin, Co. 
Clare, on 17th June, 1902, under the Criminal Law and Procedure Ireland Act, 1887 ; he 
is due for discharge on 6th October, 1902 ; the other five have been already released on 
expiration of sentence. 

D. Murphy, C.W. 

The Chairman, For Governor on leave. 

General Prisons Board, 

Dublin Castle. 


(COPY.) 

H.M. Prison for Males, 
Limerick, 12 th September, 1902. 

Copy of Medical Officer’s Report as entered in his Journal in the case of 526, Timothy 

Flanagan. 

“Visited, &c., Prisoner Flanagan; rest in bed.” - 
1902. — Sept. 12, 5.15 p.m. 

“ Visited to see Prisoner Flanagan, who was ailing, this morning, and his temperature, 
101, pulse 80. This evening his temperature is 102, and pulse 90. 

Sweating ; I am keeping him in his own cell in bed and under observation till the 
morning.” 

T. J. Gelston, 

Medical Officer. 


(COPY.) 


Telegram, Sept. 13 th, 190/2. 

Despatched 12.25 p.m. 


The Medical Officer desires the following entry made this morning in his Journal to be 
wued to Board with reference to illness of Timothy Flanagan reported last night- — 
Flanagans case very suspicious; have removed him to hospital this morning and em- 
ployed nurse ; temperature 102. 8 


To the Chairman, 

G. P. Board, 

Dublin Castle. 


Governor, Limerick Male Prison. 


(COPY.) 


Sir, 


H.M. Prison for Males, 
Limerick, lith September, 1902. 


ing Med ! cal 0ffcer <* this Prison recommend- 

typhoid fever ’ ^ a prisoner now in custody suffering from 

-> 

/'Ireland'! Art l R «7 „ T wv, , unaer one Grunina! La,w and Procedure 

ssrixj siri^rpriS ^ for 

on 6th October, 1902. F dune > iy02 > 311(1 ls due for discharge 

He is a- Justice of the Peace bv virtue of Vnc <-*l • 

Council. Copy of Warrant attached. ® Chairman of Corofin District 


I have, &c., 


The Under Secretary, 

&c., &c., &c., 

Dublin Castle. 


D. Murphy, C. Warder, 

For Governor on leave. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



35 


(COPY.) 


FORM OF REPORT BY SURGEON OF PRISON. 


(Rule for Suryeons, No. 14. 


Sib, 


H.M. Prison, Limerick Male. 


Wo' “ d 1 tad * to ~ "of ^ state- 


Signature of Surgeon of Prison, 


The Under Secretary, 

<fec., &c., &c., 

Dublin Castle. 


T. J. Gelston, M.D., 
Date, Sept. 14th, 1902. 


N.B. A copy of this Report has been forwarded bo the General Prisons Board. 


QUERIES. 

1. Name of Prisoner. 

2. Age. 

3. Nature of disease. 

4. Has the disease been caused by confine- 

ment in prison? 

5. Has it been aggravated by confinement in 

prison ? 

6. State in detail the grounds upon which 

you have arrived, at the conclusion that 
the prisoner’s life is endangered by fur- 
ther confinement. 


7 What benefit would the prisoner be likely 
to derive by being discharged? 


8. Would the prisoner be likely to derive 

benefit by removal to an Invalid Estab- 
lishment, in which the conditions of 
ord in ary prison life would be changed ? 

9. Is the prisoner in a fit state of health to 

be at once discharged? 

10. If not, when will the prisoner be likely to 

be fit for discharge? 

11. Has the prisoner any friends who are 

willing and able to take’ care of him or 
her? If so, give names and addresses? 

12. Is the prisoner anxious to be discharged, 

or would he or she prefer to remain in 
the Gaol Hospital under proper medical 
treatment? 

13. Where does the prisoner intend to go if 

discharged ? 


ANSWERS. 
Timothy Flanagan. 

32 years. 

Typhoid fever. 

Developed here. 


No. 


The prisoner will be in a better position as 
regards treatment by being removed to hos- 
pital. The, disease being so uncertain in its 
course that, although being mild at present, 
one cannot say what may eventuate. 

More efficient treatment in hospital, and 
being freed from the depressing surroundings 
of prison life. 


Yes. 


Yes. 


The prisoner does nob ask to be discharged, 
but if sentence is commuted is willing, on my 
advice, to go to- the: Co. Limerick Infirmary for 
treatment under my care. 


Name, T. J. Gelston, M.D., 

Date, Sept. 14 tk, 1902. 

E 
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QUERIES TO BE ANSWERED BY GOVERNOR. 

A. Crime. — Criminal Conspiracy. 

B. Sentence. — Four months’ hard labour. C. L. and P. Act, 1887. 

C. Date of Conviction.— 12th May, 1902. Appeal affirmed 17th June, 1902. 

D. Before whom tried. — A. N. Brady and P. J. Kelly Esqrs., R.M.’s. On appeal, R. P. 

Carton, Co. Court Judge for Co. Clare. 

E. If before convicted for what offence. — Nil. 

P. Previous character and circumstances. — Not known. 


Date, 14 th Septr., 1902. 


Signature of Governor, D. Murphy, C.W. 

(Governor on leave.) 


To Asst. Under Secy., 

Castle, Dublin. 


(COPY.) 


Telegram, Sept. 16 th, 1902, 

Despatched 1.26 p.m. 


In accordance with wire received this day, 526, Timothy Flanagan, was removed to Co. 
Limerick Infirmary at 12.40 p.m. under supervision of Medical Officer. 


Governor, Limerick Male Prison. 


Form 14.— A.D. 
Sm, 


(COPY.) 

H.M. Male Prison, Limerick, 

15 th September, 1902. 


In reply to your telegram of this day, conveying the desire of Their Excellencies 
the Lords Justices that Prisoner Timothy Flanagan, 526, be discharged, in consequence of 
the state of his health, I have the honour to inform you that I have released him from 
custody accordingly, and have removed him to the County Limerick Infirmary under the 
supervision of the Medical Officer, as directed. Discharged at 12.40 p.m. 


I have the honour to he, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 


The Under-Secretary, 

Dublin Castle. 


D. Murphy, C.W. 

For Governor on leave. 


(COBS’.) 

LIMERICK MALE PRISON. 

Discharge of 526, Timothy Flamagah, suffering from Typhoid Fever. 


•tL.M. Prison, Limerick Male, 

15 th September, 1902. 

&5-0 - vs'sssr&s,” 

Time of discharge, 12.40 p.m. 


The Chairman, 

General Prisons Board, 
Dublin Castle. 


D, Murphy, C.W. 

For Governor on leave. 
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APPENDIX VI. 


Kepoht of Doctor Laird, Acting Prison Medical Officer, dated 24th August 190'> 
precautions taken m Limerick Male Prison against Typhoid Few. ’ 


to 


(COPY.) 

H.M. Prison for Male3, 

Limerick. 

Copy of Medical Officer’s Report as entered in his Journal. 

1902. — August 24. 

T IhoooVl T ere ; utbreak t » ioid fover in “d surrounding districts, 

« t advisable, to make a special inspection oi all the sanitary airangements, WCk 
harin^dnn 4 ^ r'' ; to , IrlaJs:e 6sm.qiiii-ie5s about, the condition of the water Sed, and 
order S ald flnd’’tLt 0 ^n d€r f aie sanitary arrangements good, and to be in proper working 
prtrauto cal b^Sitn *’° ikd -‘“ **** 


H. S. Laird, 

Acting for Medical Officer. 


APPENDIX VII. 

Report by Stewart Woodhouse, Esq., M.D., Member General Prisons Board, on Typhoid 
Fever in Limerick Male Prison. 


LIMERICK MALE PRISON. 

TWO CASES OF TYPHOID FEVER. 

General Prisons Board, 

__ Dublin, 18th September, 1902. 

u nder-Secretary, 

I have to report that yesterday I investigated the circumstances under which two 
prisoners in Limerick Male Prison have developed typhoid fever. One of them, B. Crow- 
ley, was removed to the County Infirmary on the 8th instant. In his case the fever is pur- 
suing a favourable course, and he is progressing satisfactorily. The other prisoner, Timothy 
Flanagan, was removed to the County Infirmary on the 15th instant* With him the type 
of the disease is more severe, and his life is still in danger. As one was two months in 
prison and the other three months, the disease could not have been contracted outside. 

I have> conferred with the Superintendent Medical Officer of Health for the City of Lime-- 
nck, who has informed me that during the past seven or eight weeks there have been 
about 48 cases of typhoid fever in Limerick, pretty evenly scattered throughout the city, 
and not following any particular lines of drainage or supplies of milk, etc. He is not satis- 
fied that the outbreak is due to the town water, and he is unable at present to assign any 
special cause for the epidemic. Most of the cases were removed to the Union Hospital and 
St. J ohn’s Hospital, and a few to the County Infirmary, which is just opposite to the Prison. 

The Local Government Board have caused a special investigation to be held into the 
cause of the outbreak, and have issued, a report. 

The public water supply of Limerick has been long suspected of being, at least, liable 
to pollution, and for some'' years past the water used for drinking in the prison has been 
passed through a Pasteur filter; but for a time before the outbreak, when the water was 
regarded with increasing suspicion, the drinking water was all boiled. Thisi to some, extent 
superseded the filtering as giving greater security. 

The milk has been obtained for years from a large dairy farm two miles from the city, 
f, visited this farm, and found it in a. healthy condition, hut on the previous day the Super- 
intendent. Medical Officer of Health had taken for analysis a sample of the wafer used in 
the dairy, of which he will send me a copy. 

The entire system of drainage in the prison was re-modelled nine years agoi. I tested the 
hushing of the drains. They are in good and efficient order. 

On 24th ultimo Dr. Laird, a Limerick medical practitioner, who was then acting Medical 
» Mr. Flanagan bad been committed to Limerlek Prison on tbe 17th June. - - - - 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



38 


Officer, made the following entry in the Medical Journal: 

“ Owing to a rather severe outbreak of typhoid fever in the city and surrounding 
districts I thought it advisable to make a special inspection of all the sanitary ar- 
rangements, "W.C.’s, flushing systems, etc. ; also to make inquiries about the condition 
of the water used. And, having done so, I consider the sanitary arrangements good, 
and to be in proper working order. I found that all water used for drinking purposes 
is previously boiled. No further preca tions can be taken.' 

The Medical Officer of the prison considers that there has been no sanitary defect and 
no unwholesome article of food. This is also my conviction. 

Most probably the germs of the disease have been carried atmospherically from the neigh- 
bouring part of the city. 

Although, as stated, there is no reason to suspect the milk as being the carrier of disease, 
the additional precaution has been taken since the 15th instant of boiling it' before using : 
moreover, the drinking water is now both filtered and boiled. 


Stevya.rt Woodhouse, M.D. 
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